.I. THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS
June 23,2024

Christ’s Mercy Is Ours to Show to Others
“Be merciful, even as your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:36-—42). The old Adam in us wants to condemn and seck vengeance.

But the Lord says, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay” (Rom. 12:14—-21). To condemn, to avenge yourself, is to put yourself in
the place of God. It is to fail to trust that He is just. Ultimately, it is to disbelieve that Jesus suffered the full vengeance for
all wrongs. Only Christ is merciful as the Father is merciful. He is the one who overcame all evil with the good of His cross,
forgiving even His executioners. Jesus is our Joseph, who comforts us with words of pardon and reconciliation (Gen. 50:15
—21). He is the One who does not condemn but gives life that runs over. Only through faith in Christ are we sons of the
Father—being merciful, forgiving, doing good to our enemies. For in Christ we know that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:8—13).

Welcome to our guests and members! Let us rejoice together in the presence of our gracious Lord! If you are new to

Holy Cross, or just visiting, please be sure to sign our guest book and fill out an attendance card found in your pew. We
hope you will join with us in worship again.

Cell Phones & Devices - Please remember to silence these during today’s service. Thank you!

Cry Room Available - If you exit the rear of the sanctuary into the narthex, the room is on the right. Please feel free to

rejoin the service at any time.

Fruits of God’s Love: Sunday, June 16: 78; Bible Study: 25

Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

Altar Flowers this week are given by Eleanor Kear in memory of her husband Ron, on his birthday.

Stewardship Thoughts - Luke 6:40 — “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully
trained will be like his teacher.” This statement is the key to understanding all of sanctification (how we are made
holy): It starts with Jesus. He has redeemed us by His sacrifice on the cross, and now we are to follow Him. We are to grow
into the image of God, to be like our Teacher, Lord, and King Jesus. We learn generosity from the one who gave His all for
our sake. How is the Lord calling you to imitate His generosity in your callings in home, church and society?

Life Thoughts from Lutherans For Life— Whether it be the evils of abortion or the assaults on biblical marriage, it
becomes easier to attack people rather than confront the evil. We end up fighting evil with evil. But the way of Christ is
different. “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them” (Romans 12:14). “Do not be overcome by evil, but

overcome evil with good” (12:21). Jesus, help us boldly confront evil and compassionately deal with those caught up in it. Amen.
SWADDLING CLOTHES: We will have a sorting day on Wednesday, June 26th from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. All volunteers
are welcome! Our next Center opening will be July 13th. Anyone that would like to help please sign up on the SC =,

recyclable plastic shopping bags large and small. If you have extras you can leave them in the pack n play under the S%W

bulletin board by the old office. More information will be in your next newsletter. Ps... We are in need of
SC bulletin board. Thank you for all your support! Any questions, please contact Shara at 816-654-2294.

From Board of Christian Mercy: We are still collecting non-perishable food and personal care items for distributing to
the three Northland food pantries that we support. Metropolitan Lutheran Ministries (MLM), Turning Point, and Northland
Cathedral. Bring your donations and put them in the box in the coat room. Please help those in need and thank you for your
support!

Northland Lutheran Choir - King of Kings Lutheran Church and Christ Lutheran Church will hold the first annual
(hopefully) Northland Lutheran Choir Festival on June 28 at 7:00 pm at King of Kings Lutheran Church. Any and all singers
in the circuit are invited to join us in a mass choir. Music and practice tracks will be provided. There will be two rehearsals:
Wednesday, June 26 at 6:00 pm and Friday, June 28 at 5:30 pm before the concert. If you are interested in participating,
please email Tommy Knopp at TKnopp106@gmail.com.

The July/August edition of the Reflections from the Cross newsletter are available for pickup on the cabinet in the Narthex.
The newsletter was also emailed out last week. If you’d like to receive your copy by email, please contact the Church office.

Elections for Board Chairman & members will be held at today’s Voter’s Meeting. Also, a light lunch will be served at the
Voter’s meeting.

Pastor Meissner will be out of the office on vacation June 24th-July 1st.

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out with the ACELC Conference this week! Your help was invaluable!
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On the Calendar

Sunday, June 23: Corporate Confession & Absolution......................o. 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study ... 8:45 A.M.
Divine SErviCe. ... ..ottt 10:00 A.M.
Regular Voter’s Meeting. ... 11:30 A.M.
Monday, June 24: NO Matins

NO ECC Chapel

Tuesday, June 25: NO Men’s Bible Breakfast
NO Matins
Wednesday, June 26: NO Matins
NO Bible Study
Swaddling Clothes Sorting............................ 9:00-12:00 P.M.
Thursday, June 27: NO Matins
Saturday, June 29: NO Matins
Sunday, June 30: Corporate Confession & Absolution.........................o L. 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study................ 8:45 A.M.
Divine Service................ooiiii 10:00 A.M.

The Church office and Early Childhood Center will be closed on Thursday, July 4th & Friday, July 5th.

The church office would like to update our phone records. Please contact the church office to make sure we have your
cell phone number on file. You can email us at church@holycrosskc.org or call us at 816-452-9113.

GIVING MADE EASY— You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions through
our website’s eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can donate by
visiting www.holycrosskc.org and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning this QR code, which takes you
directly to our eGiving page. Please contact the church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any questions.

Baby Bottle Drive for Resource Health—As of June 16th, we have already collected $244.35! Thank you to all
participants! Please return all bottles to the church office.

Sunday Coffee Cadre: The church is always seeking folks who can provide coffee service for Sunday morning Bible
Class fellowship on a monthly or substitute basis. With our convenience Bunn coffee makers it's very simple, and only
requires a few minutes for one or two people. Please let Linda or Nancy know if you can join our "cadre" and we will
show you everything you need to know.

WEEKLY BACH CANTATAS. ... Lutheran Public Radio streams an appointed Bach Cantata uninterrupted at 1 pm and
8 p.m. Central on Sundays. This week’s cantata will be BWV 24 “An Untainted Disposition.” You can listen
at lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, Tuneln and on the LPR mobile app.

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Finish the book of Esther and begin the book of Haggai on Sharper Iron
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), study Luke 4-6 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear stories from
around the Synod (including our History Series on the Puritan Movement) on The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:00 a.m.
CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app!

Summer is officially here and before one can imagine, school will start again! The Lutheran Center for Religious
Liberty is an advocate for Educational Freedom, especially for parents to educate their children consistent with their faith
traditions. See www.LCRLFreedom.org for more information.

Your Support Helps Spread the Gospel in Russia and Surrounding Countries - With your help, the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Siberia, are succeeding in carrying
God’s Word and Sacrament to people in Russia and those in nearby countries. Your support helps not just for today, but it
also has sustaining value for years to come. Even as crisis between Russia and Ukraine persists, the Siberian Church
continues its ministry to people in places where Christian thinking and practice have been suppressed for many years. The
seminary remains open, preparing more pastors for God’s work in the area. Please pray for those caught in the tangle of
war, particularly those who have benefited from the pastoral outreach of the Siberian Church and the Lutheran Seminary
in Novosibirsk. Learn more at savetheseminary.org.

2024 Organ Workshop will be held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church on Saturday, November 16th from 9:00 am —1:00

pm. More information is included in the upcoming July/August newsletter.
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