REFLECTIONS
FROMTHE CROSS

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

FROMTHE PASTOR’S DESK

Christ’s Image and Likeness — Our Goal

Summer is typically a more relaxed season. There are generally less obligations, goals,
and deadlines, and a lot more “unstructured time.” As a kid, I can remember enjoying
the freedom and fun, though I also grew “bored” at times, dare I say it. My mother
would often tell me, “Find something to do” ...which I did: Sometimes working
toward a goal, like hitting a target so many times consistently; or a larger project, like
building a fort; or just improving a skill, like shooting hoops. If I didn’t have a definite
goal before me, I’d fall back into boredom or doing nothing worthwhile, or tempted
into things I shouldn’t.

There are countless decisions we will make every day where the Lord has given us
freedom to choose what to do. But, as you’ve heard before, we should not only think
of our freedom as “freedom from,” but “freedom for” (Gal. 5, 1 Pet. 2). In our free
time, with whatever we put our hand to, it should be with the final end goal in mind -
of growing in Christ’s image and likeness, toward what He pictures in how He would
make us to be when He finally comes in glory in His kingdom. If we are not secking
this, then we are not free, but bound in our sin. But freed from sin thru Christ by
faith, His word also directs us in the way of freedom. We often refer to this as the
law’s “third function” or “use.”

Because of the Lord’s written will and law and the definite picture He sets out for how
we are to be, there are accordingly certain things we do in set ways along the longer
way for good reason. For example, I've heard it said that churches like ours are
“strict” in our liturgical ceremonies. As long as they don’t mean “works-righteously
formalistic,” I'll take that as a compliment. Like the “strict” teacher you had in grade
school, or your drill sergeant in the military, chances are they were that way because
they cared... for you as well as the wider group and its cause. And you probably are
now thankful for it. Because they had that end goal in mind, and wanted you to have
the same, they showed you certain definite ways things were to be done or turn out in
the penultimate goals along the way. This is why certain ceremonies of our liturgy are
done this way, as well as the way we arrange many things in our days besides the
Divine Service.

Take, for example, standing when we sing a hymn stanza where we name the persons
of the Holy Trinity. This custom has been only recently reintroduced to us as
American Lutherans, but it is really an old one and most appropriate. Now that it has
been re-adopted, while not a law as such, it certainly would be saying something if you
didn’t do it. If we were to suddenly no longer do it, or print in the bulletin “stand only
if you feel like it,” it would present a very different message.

We stand, however, because standing is the posture of worship, respect, and service;
as well as, among sons, for prayer. Various places where the heavenly vision is given
in Scripture tell us that the saints and angels are standing around the Lord, and as such,
they’re described as a “host,” which is a military term. This is why even people outside
the Church stand for the national anthem, or when the flag passes in a parade, or as
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soldiers do when a superior enters. We stand for this, because where God’s name is, so He is. Therefore, it is the
appropriate expression of the first three Commandments, and a disregarding or rejecting of them if not. Indeed, His
Name brings with it how He has so wonderfully revealed Himself to be Triune, which we cannot comprehend, of
course, though we no less claim because of how He has mercifully shown us His mercy in Jesus, working faith even in
me as He caused the word of His saving work to be preached to me. We stand because our eternal salvation and all of
life depends on this, which He graciously and willingly did and revealed, apart from what we deserved; and we are
overwhelmed in thanks. We stand, because this is not only for our hearts and minds but also our bodies.

Our bodies are involved in worship in certain ways, like standing or bowing at certain points, because when this is
made random, arbitrary, optional, or lacking it gives the impression the body is optional. By implying the body is op-
tional, we will tend to believe Jesus’ human body was optional, too. But it is absolutely essential to our salvation that
He has a human soul and body like us. And this happens to be a doctrine that is especially denied verbally and func-
tionally in our present time and place, even unfortunately among many who call themselves “Christians.” It is contra-
ry to the Christian faith, damning, and presently very much wreaking havoc in the world around us.

God saving us as He did, thru Jesus’ coming in the flesh, was not a randomly chosen manner. An Early Church Fa-
ther, Gregory of Nazianzus, famously said, “What is not assumed is not saved.” In other words, for God to save hu-
man beings, He had to fully assume our humanity Himself. He couldn’t become like an angel or some other creature
to truly save us, but fully a man Himself.

And neither was it arbitrary, left to his whims. No, but God loved us and wanted our true everlasting salvation, and so
He sent His Son to do each and every thing He did in a certain way, time, and place. As St. Paul says, “When the full-
ness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive adoption as sons (Gal. 4:4-5, ESV).”

In this Trinity season, we see many and various things our Lord said and did. They reveal different truths and aspects
of our salvation and the heavenly newness God is moving us toward, giving us a fuller picture. They also reveal more
about our God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The actions we see Him do in Jesus reveal His triunity, and im-

portantly with it, various aspects of our true, full, and joyful salvation. - Pacter Wlecssner

Summer Home Visits:
Pastor Meissner would like to visit. If you'd like to have him come to your house for a pastoral home
visitation, please watch for a sign-up sheet in the narthex in the coming weeks. His schedule varies, but

many afternoons and evenings should be open and flexible this Summer.

Traveling this Summer?
Find a congregation in fellowship with us. Check out the directories on: Iutheranliturgy.org

A Little Levity...

o While serving a Lutheran congregation in Davenport, lowa, the Pastor’s wife often would get phone
calls for “the father.” She would tell the callers that they wanted Holy Family Catholic Church, not Ho-
ly Cross Lutheran Church. One day, an elderly woman called and asked to speak with the father. The
wife explained the mistake. Well, this woman called again. Once more the wife patiently explained,
“You want Holy Family...” The phone rang a third time and, sure enough, it was the same woman. “By
the way,” she asked, “who am I speaking to?” The answer: “You are speaking to the father’s wife!” Bang
went the receiver. Message received!

Taken from A Funny Tbing Happened on the Way to Church by Dave Anderson & Tim Wilcox
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Why? A Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy
by Burnell F. Eckardt Jr., Editor-in-Chief, Gottesdienst

Why does the pastor only wear that pretty robe some of the time?

That pretty robe is called a chasuble, and it is a special vestment to be worn by the celebrant at Holy Com-
munion. The reason for vestments at all is primarily to remind both the pastor and his people that he is not per-
forming his “own thing” during the Mass, but is standing in for Christ, that is, serving as Christ’s ambassador for
the people. Another way to think of this is to consider the sacred paintings that arose out of the early church,
called icons. Anicon was used to focus a person’s attention on the holy matters of the faith by what was pic-
tured—in most cases, Christ Himself. So when one looked at the icon, one could adore and ponder the holy
Christ Himself who, as it were, stood behind the icon. A good way to think of the pastor, especially when he is
celebrating the Lord’s Supper, is to think of him as an icon: in this case, a living icon. Behind him stands Christ,
or rather, in him. He serves as Christ, saying, “This is my body,” etc. Thus it is very helpful for the pastor, when
he is attentive to this most important matter of celebrating the Sacrament, to be wearing the chasuble, in order
visually to remind the people and himself that here especially he is standing in for Christ, serving as Christ to the
people.

But he only wears it for that, in order to emphasize the special character of the Mass. The Sacrament and
all things pertaining to it should be dressed in their finest attire, to make our faith most clear: this is the heart of
our faith, worship, and life. So, in other prayer offices, such as Matins, though he will vest, yet he will not wear

the chasuble, reserving the latter only for the Sacrament.

Why do we “fold our hands” for prayer?

The folding of hands is, traditionally, the placing of hands palm to palm (as opposed to the interlocking of
fingers). The celebrant and attendants at the Mass hold their hands this way whenever their hands are not other-
wise occupied. People at prayer or approaching the altar may also fittingly have hands folded palm to palm.

To fold the hands palm to palm might well be considered the liturgical “clapping” of the hands, as it is
written in Psalm 47, “Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!” As everything is to be done decently and in order, as
the Apostle also says, we do not indiscriminately clap our hands, as if to applaud, in the service. Such “clapping”
is in our culture meant for showing appreciation or praise for someone. But since the Mass is not from our cul-
ture, but rather has, as it were, a culture of its own, a heavenly culture, as it were, we do not customarily employ
cultural expressions of praise in church. So we would not “clap” for God (nor certainly for anyone else) in the
way that we clap at a concert. Rather, the Mass calls for a different kind of “clapping,” one of profound rever-
ence, which does not make noise or indiscriminate movement. The liturgical equivalent of such “clapping” is,
simply, the folding of the hands palm to pam. Such “clapping” is always directed toward God.

More significantly, hands held palm to palm are manifestly not working hands; they are resting hands,
hands which are not doing anything. This is an expression of faith, then, that we trust not in our own works or
accomplishments, but rest in the works which Christ has accomplished for us. As the hymn writer has said it,
“Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling.” So then, empty hands, hands not at work, are held
palm to palm, as if to say without words, I rest in the works of Christ; He has said to me, “It is finished,” and
therefore I am confident in my prayers that God will hear me without my doing or earing anything at all. All has
been earned; all as been done! This I believe, and I boast in the works of Christ alone; therefore when at prayer I
will gladly fold my hands to show that these hands would not wish to obscure the work of Christ; far be it from
these hands to attempt to make God hear me; rather I know that He will hear me for His own name’s sake; for
His name is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and this name was given to me in Baptism. Therefore I will follow the

psalm which says, “Be still and know that I am God.”"
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INFORMATION

-|I"'|:l :H,. MISSOURI DISTRICT NEWS: Did you know that you can direct up to 50% of your state tax dollars
':F this year to provide scholarships for kids attending LCMS schools in our District? Head to mo.lcms.org/mo
-scholars to learn more about MOScholars and begin the tax credit reservation process. At no additional
cost and with minimal effort, it’s a win for taxpayers, students, families, and Lutheran schools in our state.
Thank you for your participation in MOScholars through the Missouri District!

Pastor Meissner is available for private Confession and Absolution by appointment during the week or on
Sunday mornings, following Corporate Confession and Absolution which is held at 8:00 am each
Sunday. You can also join Pastor Meissner for the service of Matins on Tuesdays, at 8:00 am after

Men’s Bible Breakfast, or on Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 7:30 am & Saturdays at 8:30 am.

Portals of Prayer—The July-September edition of Portals of Prayer is available in the Narthex.
Please consider making a donation in exchange for your copy. A standard copy costs the church $2.00, while the
large print copy costs the church around $3.00. Thank you!

Church office hours: The church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am-3:00 pm. The
office is closed on Fridays. The ECC office is open Monday-Friday. Please contact us at
816-452-9113 or church@holycrosske.org if you have any questions. Please submit any
announcements to be included in the weekly information notes to the church office by Thursdays at 9:00 am.

The Board of Christian Mercy continues to collect non perishable food and paper products for
the three Northland pantries that we support: MLM, Turning Point and Northland Cathedral. The
Christian Mercy Board will take food to the food donation locations every THREE
months. Please bring your donations to the box in the coat room any Sunday (or any other day) is
fine. Please see your last newsletter for a list of needed items. Thanks for your support!

Siberian Mission Summerfest - On July 14 — 15th, seven LCMS congregations, in the Kansas City area,
will celebrate a two-day mission event. Guest preachers representing the Siberian Lutheran
Mission Society will preach at the Sunday morning Divine Services and then join laity from
the Mission Society for presentations on the remarkable Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
Seminary located in Novosibirsk Russia. The guest preacher at Holy Cross Lutheran Church will
be Rev. Gregg Reiser, pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Farley, MO.

From 3:00 — 6:00 PM, SLMS and the North Kansas City (MO) Circuit will host a Mission Symposia for laity
and pastors at Christ Lutheran Church in Platte Woods, MO. Rev. Dr. Alexey Streltsov, Rector of the
Lutheran Seminary of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk, Siberia, will speak on

“Christ as a Way of Life”. Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Director of SLMS, Professor Emeritus at Concordia

Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, will speak on “Liturgy as the Language of Faith.”

The mission festival continues Monday, July 15th with a Summerfest celebration in the Biergarten at the K.C.

Bier Company from 5:30-8:30 PM. Join the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society for an evening of hearty fel-

lowship with Kansas City area Lutherans, live German music, complimentary German beer, and a delicious
bratwurst dinner.

Invitations will be available in the Sunday morning church bulletin on ]uly 14th.
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THANK YOU” TRULY | SAY TO YOU, AS YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS,
.. YOU DID IT TO ME.” MATTHEW 25:40

Dear Members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church,

You have played an integral part in keeping missionaries on the field, spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
those who don’t know Him. We wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge your years of partnership

in the Together in Mission program.

You have been a faithful partner since April 2013 and we wanted to take this opportunity to thank you. Be-
low is a list of the missionaries you have partnered with through the years.

Rev. Daniel & Amy Johnson; Rev. Daniel & Dr. Joan Jastram; Georgia Witt
Without you the ministry of these missionaries would not be possible.

God’s blessings to all of you.
Julie Loehring, Missionary Support Coordinator - LCMS Mission Advancement

Music at Holy Cross
Make ajoyfu] noise to the LORD, all the earth; breakfortb into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98:4

Please plan to attend the 2024 Organ Workshop at Holy Cross Lutheran, Kansas City, MO.

Date: Saturday, November 16, 2024.

Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. A light lunch will be provided.

Place: Holy Cross Lutheran, 2003 NE Englewood Road, Kansas City, MO 64118.
Cost: $25.00 per person. Cash or check at the door.

On Saturday, November 16, 2024, Mrs. Bethany Johnson, Kantor at Saint John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Topeka, KS, will share her knowledge during an organ workshop at Holy Cross Lutheran, Kansas City, MO. Bethany
began her work as an organist at Faith Lutheran Church in Plano, TX, in 2010. She graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in Parish Music and Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin in 2015. Bethany earned her Masters of Church Mu-
sic degree at the University of Kansas in 2017. She has been a private music instructor in piano and violin since 2010,
serves on the committee for the American Guild of Organists in Topeka, and has served as the organist for Higher

Things conferences since 2016.

Last year the workshop sessions covered: Basic Hymn and Liturgy Techniques, Psalmody and Chanting, and Adding
Instruments to the Service. We are still in the planning stage for the sessions for 2024 If you have any suggestions
please send them to us.

More Information to Come!

If you plan to attend, please respond to this message or send a message to holycrosskemusic(@yahoo.com. Please in-
clude: Name; Email Address; Phone Number; Church Name & City/State:

Thanks,
Ginny Valleau
holycrosskcmusic(@yahoo.com or 816-674-3005
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Emelia Schroeder
Mark Yinger

Kari Peterson
Nate Olson
Douglas Dexter
William Scott
Buffy Shank
Bernice Baggs
Schiela Cox
Sarah Mulqueen
Corey Closterman
Raynei Olsson
Krista Hughes
Fred Sarrach
Dena Dobbins
Elias Hoffstetter
Scott Kennedy
Launa Stock
Daniel Baresel
Amy Gibson
Robbie Shapiro
Kenneth Swift
Harley Castilleja
Briggette Mwazembe
Wryatt Hedges
Sandra Claussen
Donna Presley
Tiffany Arnold
Eric Neill
Michelle Wycoff

Robert Lange
Michael Bosse
Suzanne Wheeler
Emilee Moody
Matthew Duncan
Alexis Hernandez
Dave Senne
Connie Closterman
Mikayla Moody
Harold Allison
Yvonne Van Duser
Vonnie Kesse
Jacob Stock
Curtis Wendt
Joyce Meyer
Stephen Senne
Jodie Yinger
Luther Salonen
Jacob Williams
Eugene Bosse
Cole Baresel
Tracy Kolterman

Greg Fields

“LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS,
BELIEVES ALL THINGS,
HOPES ALL THINGS,
ENDURES ALL THINGS.
LOVE NEVER ENDS.”

July

M/M Richard Reece
M/M Jodie Yinger
M/M Daniel Jerde
M/M Garth Kueck
M/M Curtis Wendt

August
M/M Randy Wilson

M/M Glenn Olson
M/M Sidney Keltner

Confirmations/Transfers In/Profession of Faith/Baptisms

%

May & June 2024

Transfers Out/Releases

*  None

Joshua Madeleka, Jr., Greta Meissner & Isaac Schaunaman
(Confirmed on May 26, 2024)
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Message from Missie and the Youth Group Kids!

May
e 12" We had Mother's Day Muffins for Mom's.
e 29" We had our end of year activity at Chicken & Pickle from 6-9pm, congregation was invited and we

had approximately 17 people attend. It was a fun and competitive evening!

June Activities
e 16" Father's Day — We had a special treat for Dads

e 24th-July 1 Two YG Kids and Missie Schroeder will be going to “Higher Things” in Mequon, WI for the
“Who Am I” Conference.
July Activities
e The YG kids are not without anything to do over the summer — in fact, quite the opposite!
e Weare in the process of setting the YG calendar for 2024-25. Remember, activities with a * indicate

congregation invited!!

August Activities
o 24" “Make your own Sundae on Saturday” & Bingo, 2:30-5pm. Please RSVP to Missie or Terrie.

September Activities

e *9" 5.8 pm, Pizza Ranch FUN-Raiser, cash tips (YG Kids available 4:30-9pm)

Missie Schroeder & Terrie Reece
Youth Group Co-Chairs
Proverbs 22:6

Board of Parish Fellowship

Board of Parish Fellowship has had a very busy spring providing meals and/ or refreshments for the Easter
breakfast, the ECC Music Informance dinner, the Confirmation Reception and the ACELC Confer-

ence. For July and August we will provide refreshments/meals for the CTS Workshop to be held at Holy
Cross on July 8-10, and are tentatively planning another all-church potluck for July 28 (stay tuned for details
in the Weekly Notes).

From the Board of Stewardship
GIVING MADE EASY - You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions
through our website’s eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can

donate by visiting www.holycrosskc.org and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning
this QR code. Please contact the church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any ques-
tions or need additional assistance.
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From the Board of Christian Mercy:

Swaddling Clothes
On June 8, 2024 our Swaddling Clothes Center began with an opening prayer led by

Howard Pigors. We will continue with Matins at 8:30 am in July as Pastor was on vacation

in June. On this day 47 families (31 returns and 16 new) entered our building. We provided 51 packages of
diapers (2600), 53 packages of baby wipes, and 20 big items which included strollers, high chairs, pack n play,
swing, etc. etc. Thanks be to God for each and every gift we receive to help them each month. There were
many children that came with their families so they were taken care of in our library by three volunteers that
read books to them and comforted them when they needed it. This gives the parents the opportunity to shop
without a child under their feet. It also gives us an opportunity to share our faith with them. “Behold, children
are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb reward.” Psalm 127:3

We applied for a $1000 rnatching funds through our synod called the Million Dollar Match. We got word that
we are approved for the grant and we should receive it very soon. There are several requirements we have
with this grant. Itisa match so we have to show that we can match with another $1000 of expenses for our
project. We have to keep detailed records, pictures, community examples, Bible study, needs of the commu-
nity and outreach, evangelism, keep track of volunteer hours, how this project helps the LCMS carry out it’s
mission, etc. A couple of things we are proposing is to have a float in the Gladstone (Glad Fest) parade if they
have one this year. This will show that we are visible in the community. We won’t know until July if there
will be a parade or not. We may also do a field trip to the Pro-Life Women’s Clinic in Liberty sometime this
summer. We need to keep track of all of our volunteer hours and we can do that through the synod’s portal
at lems-life.org. Anyone that would like to volunteer can register on the portal for volunteer hours. We real-
ize that some may be not tech savvy so you can still sign up to serve on the SC bulletin board. We just have to

keep track of your hours beginning in July.

Something we have been asked to do is to give a tour of our SC Center for anyone interested at the ACELC
Conference in June. That will be done by the time you receive this newsletter.

Our next SC Center openings will be July 13 and August 10 (10:00 am — 1:00 pm).
Swaddling Clothes needs are: small and large recyclable shopping bags, baby lotion, baby shampoo, baby

wash, new pacifiers, formula, diapers (sizes Newborn, 5 & 6). You can leave them in the pack ‘n’ play under
the SC bulletin board by the old office. Ps.. we just purchased a lot of diapers, wipes, baby food, pacifiers,
high chairs, play mats, strollers, etc. etc. but there will always be a need for donations of these items as well.
Pss.. we purchase our baby shampoo, kids/baby wash, baby lotion, pacifiers at the Dollar Tree for §1.25

each. They tell us the prices will increase soon to $1.50.

In August we will once again have an opportunity to get baby items from Rhea Lana. We qualify under a fos-
ter parent program to be able to select baby items from their leftover consignment sales. We are so very
thankful for their organization.

Our next SC meeting will be Monday, July 22, 2024 (5:30pm) in the conference room. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

If you would like to help with Swaddling Clothes please sign-up on the Swaddling Clothes bulletin board lo-
cated by the old office behind the playpen or go to the LCMS portal listed above. If you have any questions or
comments please see Shara Pigors (816-654-2294 or arahs2016(@gmail.com). Thank you!



mailto:arahs2016@gmail.com
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One continuous need we have is diapers and wipes. Please take a look below for the list of other items

needed.
st ek ek ok e s s e sl sl sk st sk sk R R SR sk sk sk s sk ek sk sk sk sk sk ek sk sk ke ek sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk s ok o

Ongoing Needs List for Swaddling Clothes — New, or Slightly Used and Clean

Bottles Burp Cloths Breast Pumps Nursing Covers Cupboard Locks

Baby Wipes ~ Pack’n’Plays Lovies Play mats Boppy & Cover

Baby Wash ~ Diaper Bags New Pacifiers Baby Quilts Crib Sheets

Bassinets Baby Swings High Chairs Baby Dishes Bath Blankets

Baby Cups Swaddles Shampoo Bottle Warmers Baby Chairs

Bibs (no ties) Safety Gates Diapers (NB-Size 5)  Knitted items Crocheted Items
Strollers Potty Chairs (clean)  Twin/Full Sheets Pack’n’play sheets Books (age appropriate)
Baby Silverware Small Toys (age appropriate) Baby Formula (not expired)

Grocery Cart covers Towels/ Washcloths Baby Food (not expired)

Boys & Girls Clothing, Jackets, Sweaters, Shoes, Boots, Snowsuits, Hats, Gloves, Mittens, Leggings, Tights
& Headbands (NB — 2T)

Items we will not be accepting: NO Cribs, NO Beds, NO Mattresses, NO Exersaucers, NO Car seats, NO
Stuffed Animals, NO Large Toys

Sunday School Corner

Just a reminder that the children’s summer Sunday School is on break until fall Rally Day (September

8th). You are welcome to bring your children to Adult Bible Class during the summer and join the Holy

Cross family there.

Together adults and the children of God celebrate our birthdays, so don't forget to bring your pennies (one
penny for each year) and we'll help you count. It's fun!!

Thanks be to God for our Sunday School! We thank all our dedicated staff for their years of service
in Christ, as they show HIS love to the children.

In His Service / Carl Pigors

Sunday School Superintendent [ SUNDAY
SCHOOL
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HOLY
CROSS
LUTHERAN CHURCH

KANSAS CITY

2003 NE Englewood Road
Kansas City, MO 64118
Phone: (816) 452-9113

Fax: (816) 452-8263
E-mail: church@holycrosskc.org

Website: www.holycrosskc.org

Return Service Requested

Rev. Dr. Craig A. Meissner,
Pastor

REFLECTIONS FROM THE CROSS

A NEWSLETTER OF HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
2003 NE ENGLEWOOD ROAD, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64118
(816) 452-9113




