_I_ THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS
December 22, 2024

John the Baptizer Points Everyone to the Messiah

The coming of God in all His unveiled power at Mount Sinai was terrifying to the people of Isracl. The thundering voice of
the Lord puts sinners in fear of death (Deut. 18:15-19). God, therefore, raised up a prophet like Moses—the Messiah, the
Christ. God came to His people veiled in human flesh. The skies poured down the Righteous One from heaven; the earth
opened her womb and brought forth Salvation (Introit) through the blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of the Lord (Luke 1:39
—56). The fruit of her womb is the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the One whose sandal strap John
was not worthy to loose (John 1:19-28). In Jesus we are delivered from fear and anxiety. In Him alone we have the peace
of God which surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:4-7).

Welcome to our guests and members! Let us rejoice together in the presence of our gracious Lord! If you are new to

Holy Cross, or just visiting, please be sure to sign our guest book and fill out an attendance card found in your pew. We
hope you will join with us in worship again.

Cell Phones & Devices - Please remember to silence these during today’s service. Thank you!

Cry Room Available - If you exit the rear of the sanctuary into the narthex, the room is on the right. Please feel free to

rejoin the service at any time.
Fruits of God’s Love: Sunday, December 15: 92; Bible Study: 25; Sunday School: 13; Wednesday, December 18: 21
Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

Stewardship Thoughts - Philippians 4:5—6 — “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
Wouldn’t you like to be free from worry and anxiety? Isn't it worry and anxiety that often keep us from living the generous
life God has called us to? St. Paul contrasts anxiety with prayer, supplication and thanksgiving in making our requests known
to God. In other words, when you are tempted to anxiety and worry, pray to the Lord with a thankful heart and pour out
your supplications before Him.

Life Thoughts from Lutherans For Life— Jesus brought God delicately amidst sinners, as humble in crucifixion as He
was helpless in conception. Yet this estate did not hinder but, in fact, heralded the full realm and reign of God for us. And
thereby He reaffirmed the worth of even the feeblest human beings. God’s gift of life arrives all the better for the plain
packaging He habitually hides it behind. Prayer: Lamb of God, make it so that our taking hold of You leads us to cradle Your little ones

as well. Amen.

SWADDLING CLOTHES: Our next center opening will be Saturday, January 11th (10:00 am - 1:00 pm). If ’}
you would like to volunteer please sign up on the SC bulletin board. For more information please contact Nancy S&'fﬁﬁw
Neill (816)556-6555 or email (@ nancyneill 78(@gmail.com. Thank you!

The Chancel Guild thanks those who purchased poinsettias. Please take your plant home after the Christmas Day service
on Wednesday, December 25th.

From the Board of Stewardship: If you’d still like to pledge, please place your pledge card in the offering plate. Also,
2025 Giving Envelopes are available for pick-up in the Narthex on the table near the elevator. Even if you participate in
on-line giving, please still pick up your envelopes. Each box of envelopes contains special service envelopes that you may
want to use throughout the year. Please don’t use your new envelopes until January. Contact the church office with any
questions.

Men’s Dart Ball Team - Our congregation is seeking to field a team for the Kansas City - North Circuit Dart ball
league. Like last year, games are played at Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods on Thursday nights at 7pm, every second
Thursday of the month, Jan-May. Interested? Contact Mike Schaunaman at 816-507-0974.

Thank you to everyone who donated canned goods for the youth’s Advent food drive. The canned goods will be delivered
to the food panty this week. We appreciate your support!

There will be no Sunday school classes next Sunday, Dec. 29th. We will still have Adult Bible class at 8:45 am.

Offices Closed & Vacation - The Church & ECC offices are closed December 24-25 & December 31-January 1. Brandi

will be on vacation December 24-January 1. Pastor Meissner will be out of the office December 28-January 1.

The Large Catechism - Join us every Sunday, and bring a friend, as we study the Large Catechism in Sunday morning
Bible Class (8:45 am in the Fellowship Hall). Copies will be provided.
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On the Calendar

Sunday, December 22:

Monday, December 23:

Tuesday, December 24:
Christmas Eve - Offices Closed

Wednesday, December 25:

Christmas Day - Offices Closed

Thursday, December 26:

Sunday, December 29:

Corporate Confession & Absolution.....................cooo
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School..........................
DivINe SEIrVICE. .. ... e

Lessons & Carols. . ...

Matins. .. ...
ECC Chapel

Candlelight Divine ServicCe..........cooooiiiii

Divine SErVICE. ...t

Corporate Confession & Absolution..........................o
Adult Bible Study................
DivINe SEIVICE. . ...t e

8:00 A.M.
8:45 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

7:30 A.M.
9:15 A.M.

7:00 P.M.

10:00 A.M.

GIVING MADE EASY— You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions
through our website’s eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can
donate by visiting www.holycrosskc.org and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning this QR code, which
takes you directly to our eGiving page. Please contact the church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any

questions.

Portals of Prayer—The January —March edition of Portals of Prayer is available on the cabinet in the Narthex. Please

consider leaving a donation for your copy. A standard issue costs the church $2, and a large print copy costs the church

$3.

The Board of Christian Mercy continues to collect non perishable food and paper products for the three Northland
pantries that we support: MLM, Turning Point and Northland Cathedral. The Christian Mercy Board will take
food to the food donation locations every THREE months. Please bring your donations to the box in the coat

room any Sunday (or any other day) is fine. Please see the newsletter for a list of needed items. Thanks for your support!

SACRED MUSIC & TALK FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON... You can listen 24/7 to sacred talk and music for the
12 days of Christmas at issuesetc.org, lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Tuneln, Apple HomePod

and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

Looking for that ideal last-minute gift? How about a gift that will advocate for Religious Liberty and Life? See

www.LCRLfreedom.org/ donate.

Sunday Coffee Cadre: The church is always seeking folks who can provide coffee service for Sunday morning Bible

Class fellowship on a monthly or substitute basis. With our convenience Bunn coffee makers it's very simple, and only

requires a few minutes for one or two people. Please let Linda or Nancy know if you can join our "cadre" and we will

show you everything you need to know.

A Special Thank You to all those who so generously donated to help adorn our

¢

sanctuary with poinsettias to celebrate this blessed season:

Alan Bahl

¢ Gene & Toni Bosse
¢ Dolly Brauer
¢ Al Halstenberg
¢ Jeff & Carolyn Falls
¢ Wally & Sandy Hiatt

¢ Eleanor Kear

¢ Sid & Roberta Keltner

¢ Rev. Craig & Rebekah Meissner & Family

¢ Richard & Terrie Reece
¢ Pat & Missie Schroeder & Family
¢ Jason & Staci Williams & Family
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