_I_ THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS
January 26, 2025

Jesus Came for Gentiles, Too

The Gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Gentile
(Rom. 1:8-17). Even in the Old Testament, the Gentiles were beneficiaries of God’s saving power. Though unimpressed at
first with the Word of God, a Syrian commander is persuaded to receive that Word, and in the water he is cleansed and
brought to faith in the God of Israel (2 Kings 5:1—15a). Evil is overcome by good (Rom 12:16-21). So also in the New Tes-
tament, a Roman centurion demonstrates great and humble faith in the Lord (Matt. 8:1—13). All he needs is the Word of
Christ, for he trusts that Jesus’ Word of healing has authority to accomplish what it says. And indeed it does. The centuri-
on’s faith is praised by our Lord above that of any Israelite. For the last shall be first, and the first last. Apart from faith in
Christ, there is no salvation—not even for a Jew—but only weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Welcome to our guests and members! Let us rejoice together in the presence of our gracious Lord! If you are new to Holy

Cross, or just visiting, please be sure to sign our guest book and fill out an attendance card found in your pew. We hope you will
join with us in worship again.

Cell Phones & Devices - Please remember to silence these during today’s service. Thank you!

Cry Room Available - If you exit the rear of the sanctuary into the narthex, the room is on the right. Please feel free to rejoin
the service at any time.

Fruits of God’s Love: Sunday, January 19: 75; Bible Study: 25; Sunday School: 13
Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

Stewardship Thoughts - John 2:5 — “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever He tells you.”” What must
Mary have thought when Jesus replied, “What does this have to do with Me?” But she knew this: whatever her Son said to do
would be a blessing, so she knows what advice to give to the servants: Do whatever He tells you! That’s still good advice for us in

every aspect of our lives — including in our generosity toward the Lord’s work in the church.

Life Thoughts from Lutherans For Life— The Gospel (Romans 1:16) brought struggle to St. Paul, but God’s grace also gave
him unconditional worth and purpose. He could not help but rejoice to proclaim and perform it. Sometimes declaring the sanctity
of human life sets us at odds with popular opinion and even our own loved ones. Yet we need not be ashamed. Indeed, we may be
most excited to speak and share it, for Jesus makes us and every neighbor a precious treasure from fertilization to forever.
Heavenly Father, fill us to overflowing with the courage and compassion of Your creating, redeeming, and calling. Amen.

SWADDLING CLOTHES: We will have a meeting THIS Monday, January 27th at 5:30 pm. All are welcome to
attend. We will have workdays on Wednesday, January 29th and February 5th at 10:30 am. We appreciate any and

all help! Our next center opening will be Saturday, February 8th (10:00 am - 1:00 pm). If you would like to S&dﬁn&
volunteer please sign up on the SC bulletin board. For more information please contact Nancy Neill (816)556-6555

or email @ nancyneiﬂ78 @gmail.com. Thank you!
Our regular Voter’s meeting is today following the Divine Service.

If you’d like to be included in email announcements from Holy Cross, please make sure we have your email address. You
can send an email to holycrosskenews(@gmail.com to make sure you are on our list.

The theme of the 2025 Faith of Our Father Conference is “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”. The proper
understanding of the Law of God is essential for a Christian. Unfortunately, there has been much disagreement in American
Lutheranism concerning the role of the Law in the Church. Last year, we focused on the dangers of antinomianism, the
importance of the third use of the law, and how these topics have impacted the Missouri Synod’s preaching and teaching in recent
years. This year, we will be focusing on the beautiful harmony of God’s Law and Gospel and how His promises shape the Christian
life. Over two days, February 28" and March 1%, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Collinsville, IL, we will learn
about and discuss the Law of God. This conference is for both laity and pastors. Come join us for good theology, fellowship, and
maybe even a little fun with some fellow Lutherans! Speakers and preachers include: Speakers: Rev. Ben Ball; Rev. Dr. Jon
Bruss; Rev. Dr. Thomas Egger; Rev. Dr. Gifford Grobien; Rev. Andrew Packer; Rev. Andrew Preus; Rev. David Ramirez; Rev.
Joshua Scheer Rev. William Weedon; and, Rev. Andy Wright. Learn more and register for the conference at: https://
yourgrandfatherschurch.org/.

Message from Missie and the Youth Group Kids: The Youth Group will hold their annual "Souper-Bowl" FUN-Raiser on
Saturday, February 8th from 4:30-6:00 pm. We need six pots of Soup/Chili. If interested in entering, see Missie or Terrie. Our
2024 winners were, Pastor Meissner, Randy Wilson & Rich Rusche! You don't need to enter to come join the fun and vote!!!
Tickets may be purchased to vote for your favorite chili; $0.25 per ticket or 5/81.00. Voting will be cut off at 5:30 pm and the
winners announced shortly after. Come & join the fun!
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On the Calendar

Sunday, January 26: Corporate Confession & Absolution.......................... 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School ......................... 8:45 A.M.
Divine SErviCe. ... .. ..ottt 10:00 A.M.
Regular Voter’s Meeting...................oo 11:30 A.M.
Monday, January 27: MAtInS. .ot 7:30 A.M.
ECC Chapel............ooo 9:15 A.M.
Swaddling Clothes Meeting.........................o 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, January 28: Men’s Bible Breakfast. ... 7:00 A M.
A=Y o 8:00 A.M.
Wednesday, January 29: MaAtIns. . oot 7:30 A.M.
Bible Study................. 9:00 A.M.
Swaddling Clothes Workday........................ 10:30 A.M.
Youth Catechesis. .........oooiiiiii e 6:00 P.M.
Thursday, January 30: 1 T 7:30 A.M.
ECC Chapel.........oo 9:15 A.M.
Saturday, February 1: 1 1 oV 8:30 A.M.
Handbell Choir Rehearsal.......................co i 9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal............ooo i, 10:00 A.M.
Sunday, February 2: Corporate Confession & Absolution..........................o 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School........................oo 8:45 A M.
Divine SErviCe. ... .. ... 10:00 A.M.

Please join the Christ Lutheran Young Adult Group for games and snacks on February 15th from 1-4 p.m. in the
Ephphatha Room. Circuit church’s YA groups are also invited so come enjoy fellowship with other Lutherans! Bring a board or
card game and a snack to share. This event is for those aged 18-40. Please RSPV at https:/ /forms.gle/SDxa]sWMk7f4E4g9A.
Christ Lutheran Church 6700 NW 72 Street Platte Woods, MO 64151,

Men’s Dart Ball Team - Our congregation is seeking to field a team for the Kansas City - North Circuit Dart ball
league. Like last year, games are played at Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods on Thursday nights at 7pm, every second
Thursday of the month, Feb-May. Interested? Contact Mike Schaunaman at 816-507-0974.

The 2025 Flower Chart is posted in the breezeway. Consider ordering an arrangement to observe a significant event in your

life and beautify the church. Arrangements are $28.00 each. Checks should be made payable to “Chancel Guild.”

2025 Giving Envelopes are available for pick-up in the Narthex on the table near the elevator. Even if you
participate in on-line giving, please still pick up your envelopes. Each box of envelopes contains special service
envelopes that you may want to use throughout the year. Please don’t use your new envelopes until January.
Contact the church office with any questions.

GIVING MADE EASY— You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions through our website’s
eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can donate by visiting www .holycrosskc.org
and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning this QR code, which takes you directly to our eGiving page. Please contact the
church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any questions.

The Large Catechism - Join us every Sunday, and bring a friend, as we study the Large Catechism in Sunday morning Bible
Class (8:45 am in the Fellowship Hall). Copies will be provided.

Portals of Prayer—The January —March edition of Portals of Prayer is available on the cabinet in the Narthex. Please
consider leaving a donation for your copy. A standard issue costs the church $2, and a large print copy costs the church $3.

The Board of Christian Mercy continues to collect non perishable food and paper products for the three Northland
pantries that we support: MLM, Turning Point and Northland Cathedral. The Christian Mercy Board will take food to
the food donation locations every THREE months. Please bring your donations to the box in the coat room any Sunday
(or any other day) is fine. Please see the newsletter for a list of needed items. Thanks for your support!

THE BIBLE & OTHER RELIGIOUS WRITINGS... The Koran, The Book of Mormon, The New World Translation, The
Analects of Confucius, The Gospel of Thomas. Issues, Etc., a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio
in Collinsville, IL, is doing a series on the origins of religious writings with Dr. Adam Francisco of Concordia University
Chicago. You can listen to this multi-part series at issuesetc.org/religiouswritings.

The March for Life may be over, but the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty continues to advocate for life — from pre-
born on. You are invited to join the LCRL and learn more at www.LCRLFreedom.org.
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