_I_ THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS
April 6, 2025

Jesus Is Our Redemption

In the temple Jesus said, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death” (John 8:51). For Jesus came to taste death for us—to drink
the cup of suffering to the dregs in order that we might be released from its power. Clinging to His life-giving words, we are de-
livered from death’s sting and its eternal judgment. Christ is our High Priest, who entered the Most Holy Place and with His own
blood obtained everlasting redemption for His people (Heb. 9:11—15). He is the One who was before Abraham was, and yet is
his descendant. He is the promised Son who carries the wood up the mountain for the sacrifice, who is bound and laid upon the
altar of the cross. He is the ram who is offered in our place, who is willingly caught in the thicket of our sin, and who wears the
crown of thorns upon His head (Gen. 22:1-14). Though Jesus is dishonored by the sons of the devil, He is vindicated by the Fa-
ther through the cross.

Welcome to our guests and members! Let us rejoice together in the presence of our gracious Lord! If you are new to Holy Cross,
or just visiting, please be sure to sign our guest book and fill out an attendance card found in your pew. We hope you will join with us
in worship again.

Cell Phones & Devices - Please remember to silence these during today’s service. Thank you!

Cry Room Available - If you exit the rear of the sanctuary into the narthex, the room is on the right. Please feel free to rejoin the
service at any time.

Fruits of God’s Love: Sunday, March 30: 80; Bible Study: 25; Sunday School: 12; Wednesday, April 2: 33
Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate as it is passed.

Stewardship Thoughts—Genesis 22:2 — “He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” It’s hard for us to even fathom a faith
as strong as Abraham’s — he follows the Lord’s Word even when it seems impossibly hard. But he does so because he knows that the
Lord only means to bless. What happened here to Abraham should be an encouragement for us: trust the Lord and keep His Word.

Life Thoughts from Lutherans For Life— God’s gifts do not always make immediate human sense (John 8:48, 53, 57). What
remains certain regardless is that God is good and God gives. The Father who eternally gives Himself to the Son (John 8:42) and the Son
who offers Himself to the Father in appreciative obedience (John 8:55) are the Holy Trinity who imparts this life-giving Spirit even
where only death appears possible (Genesis 22:10). Trusting His Word and work releases from death’s threatening grip (John 8:51,
Genesis 22:13). Father, Son, and Spirit, guide us to trust Your Gospel that we may share in Your abundant ]y%. Amen.

Swaddling Clothes - Our next shopping day will be Saturday, April 12th (10:00 am - 1:00 pm). If you would like to _ /}
volunteer please sign up on the SC bulletin board by Wednesday, April 9th. Our quarterly meeting will be held in SWM \
the conference room on Monday, April 28th at 5:30 pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. Any questions see Clothes "
Shara call or text (816) 654-2294 or email arahs2016(@gmail.com. Thank you for volunteering in this mission of Holy

Cross Lutheran Church.

Vacation Bible School - We are in need of a VBS leader & volunteers for VBS this summer. If you would be interested in helping

organize Vacation Bible School for our Sunday school & ECC children, please see Pastor Meissner or the church office.

The Fellowship Board will have Lenten Soup Suppers at 6:00 — 6:45 pm each Wednesday in Lent, just before the 7:00 pm
Lenten Wednesday evening services. Please join us at 6:00 pm for delicious food and fellowship on April 2 and 9. This Wednesday,
April 9th, we will have potato, vegetable beef & turkey wild rice soup.

Our Lent Midweek Series — “Honest Repentance” On Wednesdays this Lent at 7:00 pm we plan to pray Vespers and Evening
Prayer. Pastor will plan to adapt a sermon series called, “Honest Repentance” by Rev. Dr. David Maxwell. Here we’ll more deeply
examine the doctrine of Repentance - how works and plays out in our lives, leading us to Christ and His forgiveness.

The Fellowship Board is also planning an Easter Breakfast beginning about 8:30 am Easter morning, April 20. We will have a

short opening at 8:45 am and enjoy food, drinks and fellowship to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord.

Ladies’ Night Out will be held TOMORROW, Monday, April 7th at Corner Cafeé (4541 NW Gateway Ave, Riverside, MO 64150).
Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex if you plan to attend. If you have any questions, please contact Elenita at (816) 436-7170.

Order Your Easter Lily for $9.00 from the Chancel Guild. A poster with envelopes is on the table next to the elevator for those
who would like to order a lily for display during the Easter Services. Place the envelope with your name and payment in the Chancel
Guild’s mailbox in the old church office no later than NEXT SUNDAY, April 13th. You may take home your lily after the 10:00 am
service on Easter Sunday.

The Recycle Bin in the parking lot has been removed due to increased costs to dump the bin. If you have any questions, please see a
member of the Board of Church Properties.

The deadline for the May/June edition of the Reflections from the Cross newsletter is April 15th. Please submit any articles to the
church office.
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On the Calendar

Sunday, April 6: Corporate Confession & Absolution.......................... 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School ......................... 8:45 A.M.
Divine SErVICEe. ... 10:00 A.M.
Budget and Finance Meeting............oooiiii 11:30 A.M.
Monday, April 7: 0 G T 7:30 A.M.
ECC Chapel............ooo 9:15 A M.
Ladies’ Night Out...................... 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday, April 8: Men’s Bible Breakfast. .. ... 7:00 A.M.
MatinS . oo 8:00 A.M.
Wednesday, April 9: 0 G T 7:30 A.M.
Bible Study................. 9:00 A.M.
SOUP SUPPET. ..ot 6:00 P.M.
Evening Prayer.............................. 7:00 P.M.
Thursday, April 10: 1Y 1 oV 7:30 A.M.
ECC Chapel.........oo 9:15 A.M.
Circuit Winkel. ... 9:30 A.M.
Saturday, April 12: 1Y 1 oV 8:30 A.M.
Swaddling Clothes Store....................... 10:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal. .. ..o, 10:00 A. M.
Sunday, April 13: Corporate Confession & Absolution............................o 8:00 A.M.
Adult Bible Study & Sunday School........................oo 8:45 A .M.
DiIvINe SEIVICE. .. .ot e e 10:00 A.M.

Please join us for Bible class on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am. We recently began in-depth study of Isaiah.

Youth Group News - It's time for some fun at Chicken ‘N’ Pickle (1761 Burlington St. North Kansas City). The Youth Group
Kids want you to join us from 4:00-7:00 pm on Sunday, April 27th. Order dinner on your own and then join us in the Red Roost

room, where we can all sit together to eat. After dinner, the fun will begin but if you just want to observe (or referee!) that's

great too! We reserved an indoor pickleball court from 5:00-7:00 pm, plus there are lots of fun outdoor games too! Questions? See

Missie or Terrie.

Men’s Dart Ball Team - Games are played at Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods on Thursday nights at 7pm, every second

Thursday of the month, Feb-May. Interested? Contact Mike Schaunaman at 816-507-0974.

The 2025 Flower Chart is posted in the breezeway. Consider ordering an arrangement to observe a significant event in your life
and beautify the church. Arrangements are $28.00 each. Checks should be made payable to “Chancel Guild.”

GIVING MADE EASY— You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions through our

website’s eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can donate by visiting -
-k )
ez

www.holycrosskc.org and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning this QR code, which takes you directly to our
eGiving page. Please contact the church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any questions.

If you’d like to be included in email announcements from Holy Cross, please make sure we have your email address. You can
send an email to holycrosskcnews(@gmail.com to make sure you are on our list.

Portals of Prayer—The April-June edition of Portals of Prayer is available on the cabinet in the Narthex. Please consider leaving a
donation for your copy. A standard issue costs the church $2 & a large print copy costs the church $3.

The Large Catechism - Join us every Sunday, and bring a friend, as we study the Large Catechism in Sunday morning Bible Class
(8:45 am in the Fellowship Hall). Copies will be provided.

EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION OF LUTHERANS... Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran
Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Recent topics include: The 2025 Movie “Snow White,”
The 1550 Magdeburg Confession, A Christian Response to Gender Ideology, The Importance of Palm Sunday, Roman Catholic
Indulgences and more. You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, Tuneln, the
LPR mobile app and a podcast provider.

The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty offers a free booklet explaining the concept of the Two-Kingdoms of Church and
State. To download a copy, see https: //www.lcrlfreedom.org/blog/mom-and-pop-papers-booklet-v4

News from MLA:
e OPEN ENROLLMENT for the 2025-2026 school year for Kindergarten - 8th grade. Contact Lisa Martens 816-217-6199 to set
up a tour or if you have any questions.

e MLA Golf Outing on Saturday, June 7 at 7:30 am at Painted Hills Golf Club.
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