
 
  

  

  

Divine Service One 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

November 16, 2025 
  

Rev. Dr. Craig A. Meissner, Pastor  
Website: http://holycrosskc.org 
Email: church@holycrosskc.org 

  

  
  
  

  

  
  

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2003 N.E. Englewood Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64118 

816.452.9113 
  

 
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude 
 

Please stand and face the procession 

 

+ Confession and Absolution+  

 
495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious 

 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, 
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may 
be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our 

communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as 
the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your 

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in 

this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see T printed.   



 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855 
Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 



have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 54:3–5, 7; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

 

O God, save me, | by your name,* 
 and vindicate me | by your might. 
O God, | hear my prayer;* 
 give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
For strangers have risen a- | gainst me;* 
 they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 
Behold, God is my | helper;* 
 the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 
He will return the evil to my | enemies;* 
 in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 
For he has delivered me from every | trouble,* 



 and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
O God, save me, | by your name,* 
 and vindicate me | by your might. 
O God, | hear my prayer;* 
 give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that, ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just 
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell 
with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  



C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:9–14 

 9As I looked, 

thrones were placed, 
 and the Ancient of days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
 and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 
 its wheels were burning fire. 
10A stream of fire issued 
 and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
 and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
 and the books were opened. 

 11I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn 
was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed 
and given over to be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of the beasts, their 
dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a 
time. 
 13I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
 there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
 and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion 
 and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
 should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 



 which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
 that shall not be destroyed. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 50:4, 6 

 

He calls to the heav- | ens above* 
 and to the earth, that he may judge his | people. 
The heavens declare his | righteousness,* 
 for God him- | self is judge! 

 
Epistle 2 Peter 3:3–14 

 3[Know] this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with 
scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4They will say, “Where is the 
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5For they 
deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the 
earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 
6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with 
water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 
 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not 
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned 



up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. 
 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 
13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be 
found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Isaiah 35:10a 

 
 

P  The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy.  

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will 



be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to 
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we 
see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, 
you did it to me.’ 
 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also 
will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then 
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Please note the Service liturgy from this point through the Prayer of the Church follows the pattern of 
Divine Service III, unlike the arrangement for Divine Service I in LSB* 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 



     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 



     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 
 
5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 
Within the Book of Life I know 
    My name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, 



And Satan cannot threaten me; 
    There is no condemnation! 

 
6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 
Read from His book that we are free 
    With all who life inherit. 
Then we shall see Him face to face, 
With all His saints in that blest place 
    Which He has purchased for us. 

 
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way 
    In fear and tribulation. 
O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
    From death and ev’ry evil. 

Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 (Sung) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He T who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 



the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but T deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 



you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
731 O God, Forsake Me Not 

 



 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
 
5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 



 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Processionale, 1697, Paris, mode V 



Text (sts. 2–3): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 (Sung) 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has 
been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have 
prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your 
people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 



672 Jerusalem the Golden 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alexander C. Ewing, 1830–95, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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