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“For as the lightning comes from the east and 
shines as far as the west, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man. ” 
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 

+ Confession and Absolution+  

 
579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

 

 

 
 
5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, 
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may 
be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our 

communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as 
the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your 

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It dooms us for our sin to die 
And has no pow’r to justify. 

 
6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 
And humbly worship at His throne, 
Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 



justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 31:1–2a, 5, 24; antiphon: vv. 9a, 15b, 17a 

 

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 
O LORD, let me not be | put to shame,* 
 for I call up- | on you. 
In you, O LORD, do I take | refuge;* 
 let me never be | put to shame. 
In your righteousness de- | liver me;* 
 incline your ear to me; rescue me | speedily! 
Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 
 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 
Be strong, and let your heart take | courage,* 
 all you who wait | for the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 



 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 
O LORD, let me not be | put to shame,* 
 for I call up- | on you. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
  Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your   

    humble servants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may  
not be dealt with after the severity of Your judgment but according to 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading Exodus 32:1–20 

 1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to 
him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man 
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.” 2So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that 
are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me.” 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their 
ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And he received the gold from their hand 
and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, 
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6And they 
rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace 
offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 
 7And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8They 
have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They 
have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed 
to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt!’” 9And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, 
and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10Now therefore let me alone, that 
my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order 
that I may make a great nation of you.” 
 11But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of 
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should 
the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in 
the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you 
swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 



offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14And the LORD relented from 
the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people. 
 15Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; 
on the front and on the back they were written. 16The tablets were the 
work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the 
tablets. 17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he 
said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18But he said, “It is not 
the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the 
sound of singing that I hear.” 19And as soon as he came near the camp and 
saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the 
tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He 
took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to 
powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink 
it. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 74:4, 2a 

 

Your foes have roared in the midst of your | meeting place;* 
 they set up their own | signs for signs. 
Remember your congregation, which you have pur- | chased of 
old,* 
 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your | heritage! 

 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For 
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare 



to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse Psalm 46:4 

 

P  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High.  

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:15–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 15[Jesus said:] “When you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 
16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let the one who 
is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18and let the 



one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And alas for 
women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those 
days! 20Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21For 
then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the 
beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22And if those 
days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23Then if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24For false 
christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you 
beforehand. 26So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not 
go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27For 
as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures 
will gather.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Please note the Service liturgy from this point through the Prayer of the Church follows the pattern of 
Divine Service III, unlike the arrangement for Divine Service I in LSB* 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 



     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



658 Preserve Your Word, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Andreas Gryphius, 1616–64; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891–1976, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame 
death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
TLH 605  The World Is Very Evil 
 

1     The world is very evil, 
        The times are waxing late; 
        Be sober and keep vigil, 
        The Judge is at the gate; 
        The Judge that comes in mercy, 
        The Judge that comes with might, 
        To terminate the evil,  
        To diadem the right.   

 
2      Arise, arise, good Christian, 
        Let right to wrong succeed; 
        Let penitential sorrow 
        To heav’nly gladness lead, 
        To light that hath no evening, 
        That knows no moon, nor sun,  
        The light so new and golden, 
        The light that is but one.   

 



 
3       O home of fadeless splendor,  
         Of flow’rs that bear no thorn, 
         Where they shall dwell as children 
         Who are as exiles mourn. 
         Midst pow’r that knows no limit, 
         Where knowledge has no bound, 
         The beatific vision  
         Shall glad the saints around.   
 
4       Strive, man, to win that glory; 
         Toil, man, to gain that light; 
         Send hope before to grasp it 
         Till hope be lost in sight. 
         Exult, O dust and ashes, 
         The Lord shall be thy part; 
         His only, His forever, 
         Thou shalt be and thou art. 
 
5      O sweet and blessed country, 
        The home of God’s elect! 
        O sweet and blessed country 
        That eager hearts expect! 
        Jesus, in mercy bring us 
        To that dear land of rest, 
        Who art, with God the Father 
        And Spirit, ever blest.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
674 Jerusalem, O City Fair and High 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Johann Matthäus Meyfart, 1590–1642; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663, Erfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 



enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

 

 
 
5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 



Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 
6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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