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Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross,
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may
be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our

communion. So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as
the pastor comes by. The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in
this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see I« printed.

Prelude

Please stand and face the procession

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;
20 Fa - ther, light from heav - en send;
30 earth, in flow’r - ing bud be seen,;
4 0O Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;
As morn - ing dew, 0] Son, de - scend.
Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.
When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, O earth, a blos - som rare,

O come, O come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.
To Ja. - cob’s line rain down the King.
Our Sav - 1or, sprung from mead - ow fair.
Con - sole us in our vale of WOE.
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.
7 There shall we all our praises bring

And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 190967, alt.
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg

Text: © 1

969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383

Tune: Public domain

The sign (thhe cross may be made b)/ all in remembrance thheir Baptism.

Invocation

[P)

Exhortation

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LSB 184

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[ said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P)

Absolution

[P)

Introit

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.

LSB 185
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ Service of the Word+

Psalm 19:1, 4—6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a

Qésiib




Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear
fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their
words to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the |
end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis - Omitted for Advent



Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P)] The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

P) Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15—19
P“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— '%just as
you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or
see this great fire any more, lest I die.” "And the LORD said to me, ‘They
are right in what they have spoken. "I will raise up for them a prophet like
you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and
he shall speak to them all that I command him. "And whoever will not
listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it
of him.””
(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Psalm 145:18, 21
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The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.



My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Epistle Philippians 4:4—7
*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. "And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your

minds in Christ Jesus.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Verse of the Day Psalm 40:17b
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.

P)  Youare my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - 1ia. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:19-28

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

PThis is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” *’He confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” >’ And they asked him, “What
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he



answered, “No.” *’So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” *He said, “I
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of
the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

*(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) **They asked him, “Then
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” **John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you

stands one you do not know, */

even he who comes after me, the strap of
whose sandal I am not Worthy to untie.” ’These things took place in

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.



Sit

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

|
(I R S - ==
10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s ftree, Free them from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
all things might - 1 - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst

Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oO’er the grave.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Kéln; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, alt.

Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon




Votum

P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts

and minds in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

Offering - Please place your offering and attendance card in the plate as it is passed.

Stand

Offertory

me a clean heart,

O God,
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new a right spir-it with - in me.

Cast me

way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy

Ho - ly

Spir - it

from me.

Re - store un - to
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me the joy of Thy sal-va -
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Prayer of the Church

1’4~/

and up - hold me with

~——

Thy free spir-it.

+ Service of the Sacrament—+

A - men.

LSB 192



Preface LSB 194
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(] The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface
P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed
when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnity Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195 (Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He I+, blessed is He that cometh in
the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but "I« deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *#~body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for



you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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© world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Sit

354 Arise, O Christian People
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre - pare your - selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and low - 1ly  God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - 1or, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth and light were giv. -  en; The prom -ised Lord from

low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -

heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -

now to dwell with-in me; ru sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607—62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.

Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is «cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem

more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,

King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!

fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her

Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now oO’er earth 1s shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I «cov - er And her war - fare now i1s o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Psecaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

£ | .
) | I ] | I
=== ———
1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 As Your com - ing was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo -1y here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.

Which  is Yours e - ter - nal - ly.



5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
[ may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
[ with joy will see Your face,

Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 (Sung)
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy

people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.



Post-Communion Collect
P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

A - men.

Salutation LSB 201

(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.

)
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and +g1’veyou peace.
Amen, amen, amen.



Please face the procession, returning qfter it passes

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - 1ah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 0 Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes -se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The wvir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; O Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver - y God, From sin and
know: Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior,  When half - spent was the night.
death He saves wus And light - ens ev - ’ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851—-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808—59; (st. 3):
tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845—1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876—1948

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, KéIn

Text and tune: Public domain
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