Please bring this sheet home with you to use this week with your family!

Holy Cross at Home

A Daily Prayer and Meditation Guide

For the Week of the Fourth Sunday of Advent
& Nativity of Our Lord
December 21, 2025 through December 27, 2025

The congregation gathers around the Word of God and the Sacraments each
week, and this precious, spiritual food feeds the flock as they return to their
callings in life. The purpose of this guide is to encourage family prayer at
home, and to base that prayer on the Word of God that was heard in church.
Not all of the following material needs to be followed. Please feel free to use
what your family finds helpful in your devotional practice together.

Order of Daily Prayer
Invocation *
Apostles’ Creed (see LSB p. 286)
Memory verse for the week: John 6:63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh
is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”

Psalm of the Week: Psalm 111

Psalm Prayer: O God, glorious confession of all saints, grant us the fear of
Your Name, which You have declared to be the beginning of wisdom, that
joined to the councils of Your servants, we may be filled with the banquet of
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Readings: Mornin Evening
December 21  Daniel 3 Revelation 20:1-15
December 22  Daniel 4 Revelation 21:1-8
December 23  Daniel 5 Revelation 21:9-27
December 24  Daniel 6 Revelation 22
December 25 Isaiah 1 1 Peter 1:1-12
December 26  Isaiah 2 1 Peter 1:13-25
December 27 Isaiah 5 1 Peter 2:1-12
December 28 Isaiah 6 1 Peter 2:13-25

Hymn of the Week: LSB 357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Catechism for the Week: The Ten Commandments (see LSB p. 322)
The Tenth Commandment



Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent:

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord:

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the
pure Virgin. Grant Y our people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may
be ready for Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect:

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks unto Thee, that of Thy mercy and
compassion Thou didst suffer Thy dear Son to become incarnate, and didst
through Him redeem us from sin and everlasting death: We beseech Thee,
enlighten our hearts by Thy Holy Spirit, that we may ever be thankful for such
grace, and comfort ourselves with the same in all tribulation and temptation, and
at last obtain eternal salvation through the same, Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one true God,
world without end. Amen.

Special Petitions:

For parents as they protect and raise their children in the fear of the Lord
For our Early Childhood Center and Preschool

For civility and humility among servants in government

For our hearts to be truly prepared spiritually for the Christmas celebration

For Bemice Baggs, Bev Carter, Ben Cutter, Greg Fields, Bryan, Rev. Dr. Lee
Hagan, Roberta Keltner, Jennifer Miller, Chris Thompson

Lord’s Prayer ¥
Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer or Prayer at the Family Table

V: Let us bless the Lord! R: Thanks be to God!

Blessing: The Lord Almighty bless us and direct our days and our deeds
in % His peace. Amen.

Looking Forward to Next Week:

First Sunday after Christmas — December 28, 2025

Hymns: 373, 389, 362, 374, 381, 386

Readings: Psalm 89, Isaiah 11:1-5; Galatians 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40



