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Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross,
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may
be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our

communion. So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as
the pastor comes by. The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in
this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see *f« printed.

Prelude
Please stand and face the procession

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
AS All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear

To thee - ter - nal Three in One.



Refrain

h ). . i i '-
= - e e
') ' |
Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2—4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign cy{the cross may be made b)/ all in remembrance @ptbeir Baptism.

Invocation

(P)
C

Exhortation

(P)
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In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LSB 184
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[ said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for rgﬂection on God’s Word and for se]f—examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of



the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
+ Service of the Word+
Introit Psalm 72:1—2, 10—11; antiphon: Liturgical Text
(Sung by Pastor; Congregation sings the Gloria Patri in bold)
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Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
Give the king your justice, | O God,*
and your righteousness to the | royal son!
May he judge your people with | righteousness,*
and your poor with | justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him | tribute;*
may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts!
May all kings fall down be- | fore him,*
all nations | serve him!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.



Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
Kyrie
f)
A5
@ Vv = .‘.4
Y
Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Ccy up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.

P

ol ol o = ©
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Letus pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in
heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

0Old Testament Isaiah 60:1—6

'Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.



(P)

Gradual

’For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
’And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
*Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
*Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
°A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Those from She- | ba shall come.*

news, the praises | of the LORD.
Arise, shine, for your | light has come,*

and the glory of the LORD has risen up- | on you.

Isaiah 60:6b, 1

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good



Epistle Ephesians 3:1—12

'For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— “assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s
grace that was given to me for you, ’how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as I have written briefly. *“When you read this, you can
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. ®This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

’Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. *To me, though I
am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, "and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, '“so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. '"This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord, "’in whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in him.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Procession

Verse of the Day Matthew 2:2b
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1—12

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, *saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” *When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; *and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet:

*“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. *And he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” *After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. ""When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. ''And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh. ’And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.



(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,



who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, @ And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
4 Al - might-y Fa - ther, 1in Your Son You loved us when
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine; There light a flame un - dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun  Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Oof Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!

here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.



O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!
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Low - ly, ho - 1ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai - 1ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - c¢y Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - lu - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-1ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!




Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Votum

P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts

Amen.

and minds in Christ Jesus.

Offering - Please p]ace)/our (Zﬁéring and attendance card in the p]ate as it is passed.

Stand
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Cre-ate in

me a clean heart,

God,
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new a right spir-it with - in me.

Cast me

way from Thy pres-ence, and take not Thy

Ho -1y
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Spir - it

from me.

Re - store un - to
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me the joy of Thy sal - va -

Prayer of the Church

and up - hold me with
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Thy free spir-it.

A

- men.

LSB 192



+ Service of the Sacrament+

Preface LSB 194
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0
[,
Q) (© )

It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface
P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from
before the foundation of the world You have made known to the
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising

You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195 (Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He I+, blessed is He that cometh in
the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but "I« deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *#~body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for



you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 197
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Sit



385 From East to West
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1 From east to west, from shore to shore Let ev - 1y
2 Be - hold, the worlds cre - a - tor wears The form and
3 For this how won - drous - ly He wrought! A maid - en,
4 And while the an - gels in the sky Sang praise a -
A5 All glo - ry for this bless - ed mom To God the
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heart a - wake and sing The ho - 1y child whom
fash - ion  of a slave; Our ver - y flesh our
1n her low - ly place, Be - came, in ways be -
bove the si - lent field, To shep - herds poor the
Fa - ther ev - er be; All  praise to You, O
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Mar - vy bore, The Christ, the ev - er - last - ing king.
mak - er shares, His fall - en crea - tures all to save.
yond all thought, The <cho - sen ves - sel of  His grace.
Lord Most High, The one great Shep - herd, was re - vealed.
Vir - gin - born, And Ho - ly Ghost e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 182693, alt.

Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann

Text and tune: Public domain

396 Arise and Shine in Splendor
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1 A - rise and shine in splen - dor; Let mnight to day sur -
2 See earth in dark - ness ly - ing, The hea-then na - tions
3 The world’s re - mot - est rac - es, Up - on whose wea - ry
4 Lift up your eyes in won - der— See, na - tions gath - er
5 Your heart will leap for glad - ness When from the realms of
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ren - der Your light 1is draw-ing near. A - bove, the
dy - ing In hope - less gloom and night. To you the
fac - es The sun looks from the sky, Shall run with
yon - der From sin to be set free. The world has
sad - ness They come from near and far. Your eyes will
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day is beam - ing, In match - less beau - ty
Lord of heav - en—  Your life, your hope— has
zeal un tir - ing,  With joy  Your light de -
heard Your sto - ry; Her sons come to Your
wake from slum - ber As peo - ple  with - out
f) .
25— y 3 | %
H—— = ¢ ! » “ — S O
)
gleam - ing; The glo - ry of the Lord is here.
giv. - en Great glo - ry, hon - or, and de - light.
sir - ing That breaks up - on them from on high.
glo - ry; Her daugh - ters haste Your light to see.
num ber Re - joice to see the Morn - ing Star.
Text: Martin Opitz, 1597—1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450-1517
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383
Tune: Public domain
362 O Sing of Christ
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I O sing of Christ,whose birth  made known The kind-ness of the Lord,
2 What Ad-am lost, none could re - claim, And Par-a - dise was barred
3 He cameto that which was His own, But He was not re-ceived;
4 Lord Je-susChrist, You deigned to dwell A -mongus here on earth
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E - ter - nal Word made flesh and bone So
Un - til
Yet still through Him God’s glo - ry shone, And some His name be - lieved.

the

we could be
sec - ond Ad - am came To mend what sin had marred.

re - stored.

To
Though rich, You will - ing - ly

these He gave the

right to

be

As God with us, Em-man-u - el, To bring this ho -1ly birth.
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Up - on our frail hu - man-1i - ty God’sfin-ger chose to trace
For  when the time was full and right God sent His on - ly  Son;

The heirs of heav’n a - bove,

be - came One with our

pov - er -

ty,
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The full-ness of His de - 1 - ty, The 1i-con of His grace.
He came to us as life and light And our re - demp-tion won.
Born not of hu-man an - ces-try But bornof God in love.

That we might share Your

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—1958
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383

Tune: Public

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

domain

wealth and name For all e - ter - ni - ty!

LSB 199 (Sung)

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving

LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our



Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

A - men.
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And with thy  spir -

Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.

it.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P)  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make Hisface shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord 11ft up His countenance upon you and ’f‘give}/ou peace.

Amen, amen, amen.

Please face the procession, returning clfter it passes

LSB 201
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390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice
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1 Let us all with glad-some voice Praise the God of heav - en,
2 To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sad - ness,
3 We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a won - der?
4 Christ, our Lord and Sav - ior dear, Be Thou ev - er near us.
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Who, to bid our hearts re - joice, His own Son hath giv - en.
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in glad - ness.
There-fore praise God ev - er - more Here on earth and yon - der.
Grant us now a glad new year. A - men, Je-sus, hear us.

Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden
Text and tune: Public domain
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