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FROMTHE PASTOR’S DESK

“And going into the house they saw the child with Mary His mother, and tbe)/fe]]
down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11 ESV

In both Hebrew and Greek, the word for “house” and “temple” are the
same. It seems it’s simply context that determines when it’s translated one
way or the other. But the implications of this fact are rather profound for
how we typically think of our homes and the structures in which we dwell.

Allow me to state the obvious for a moment. The whole point of having
walls and a roof around us is to keep some things out and some things in.
We keep certain things out so we can live and grow. Enclosed
surroundings help us concentrate on who and what’s in our realm of
interest or duty. Where this happens skills and relationships can deepen.
Many things outside can hinder and threaten that from taking place.
Windows, doorways, and thresholds are border locations where transfers
can happen. Sometimes much needed things that support and sustain life
can be brought in. Likewise, what is good within our homes can go out
and help others. But so can bad things be brought in and infect.

We see in the Bible even before God’s people received the Law (Torah)
through Moses at Mt. Sinai, there was a sense that one’s house was special
confines, to be used for special purposes, and certain other things and
people were kept out or removed. After Sinai with the Tabernacle and
then when the Temple was built there were specific rules about who or
what could be brought into these houses of God. Likewise, there were
more definitive laws about who and what God’s people could bring into
their houses. Neither were Jews to go into gentile homes. The idea was
that homes were special, even holy. As they were to be places for teaching
God’s word and for God-given duties they were like extensions of God’s
temple.
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From the Temple and the things therein the Lord promised forgiveness, blessing, and answered pray-
ers. As it was kept sacred and its “boundaries” were respected, His people benefitted in these ways,
and the Lord made His glory and salvation known. Although it wasn’t fully clear, salvation by the Mes-
siah’s sacrifice was being pre-figured. Conversely, if the temple was profaned by unlawful actions or
went unused, not heeding His word and the promises He attached to the things of the temple, they
didn’t benefit and often ended up suffering tragedies and foreign attack.

It was likewise with their homes. 2 Samuel 6:11 is an interesting passage in this regard: “And the ark
of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months, and the Lord blessed
Obed-Edom and all his household.” Obed-Edom’s home wasn’t blessed because the ark was a “good
luck charm.” Obed-Edom believed what God said about it and used it accordingly in faith. No doubt
the family would have been using God’s word all the more at this time. The incident recorded right
before this in 2 Samuel, however, shows an inappropriate handling of the ark, where God’s word was
disregarded, and it led to someone’s immediate death.

In the New Testament times, we Christians still set aside and consecrate places and buildings for wor-
ship purposes. But it’s more common for people nowadays to think one space is no different from an-
other. “What’s difference is it if someone cusses in this house versus outside of the house, or in any
other building?! It’s the person and their words and actions that matter. It has no effect on the build-
ing and location itself. We could easily pull these walls down and it wouldn’t be much different from
any other!” Right? Well, yes and no. To be sure, the wood, steel, glass, and asphalt in which we live
isn’t divine and doesn’t have any special power. Assembled together, it’s a work of human hands that
isn’t to be worshiped. Being in the structure itself can’t make something holy or cursed.

But our designated places are not unknown to God and it does make a difference for us psychological-
ly and socially. Remember why we have homes and enclosed spaces in the first place — to keep some
things out and some things in. Ever hear or say something like, “Don’t you dare bring that under this
roof!” “You should never use that word in church!” Of course, it’s sinful to curse outside of church, too.
But a curse word in church - a designated space set aside for God’s Name and His word - has a greater
effect on our psyche, conscience, and other people present.

The whole point is that just as we set aside church as a special place for God’s name and His word, we
should also think of our homes as special places for us to live and grow as His people. Our houses
keep things that hinder our faith out, but that allow us to live and grow in God’s word inside, as well as
to conduct our vocational duties as members of the priesthood of believers. We can think of them as
extensions of our church.

Accordingly, we need to be discerning and filtering what we allow inside through the cables and our
devices. These can be unsuspected conduits for temptations, hollow philosophies, and false doctrine.
If these have more “airtime” than God’s word and our duties, what is that saying about our houses as
temples? But indeed, where the Lord reigns by His word, the home and family will be blessed.

In light of Matthew 2:11 (above), an old Christian custom has been to have to have a house blessing
this time of year. Traditionally, the family gets together, and the pastor might come over. He (or the
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head of the house) leads prayers and speaks blessings interspersed with hymns as everyone goes from
room to room. It’s also a good excuse to have a party! Is it necessary? No, but it is beneficial. It cer-
tainly keeps us aware that our homes are sacred places to be used for nurture in God’s word and His
protection in body and soul. The Lord will bless us according to His promises.

So many of the social evils shredding our society are facilitated because there are homes that don’t live
in and teach God’s word. Where there’s discord here, all relationships and everything will suffer. But
where homes are kept as sacred space and God’s word is faithfully taught, the family can prosper. As

such, they can also be a refuge for the lost and a light for our communities. .. much like our church.

- Pactor Mecssner

Why? A Layman’s Guide to the Liturgy
by Burnell F. Eckardt Jr., Editor-in-Chief, Gottesdienst

Why does the Sanctus blend two separate parts of Scripture?

The Sanctus, so named because it is Latin for “Holy,” as in “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Saba-
oth,” appropriately precedes the words of Christ’s institution of the Sacrament, precisely because it serves
to blend two parts and themes of Scripture together.

The first part is the vision of Isaiah, in which the seraphim cry “Holy, holy, holy” to one another,
smoke arises, the lintels shake, and the prophet is overawed in his confrontation with the majesty of the
Triune God. So ought we to be overawed by an awareness that we here are in the presence of Almighty
God.

The second part is from the procession of Palm Sunday, when the children joyously cry out
“Hosanna” to Christ, who rides a donkey into Jerusalem to do the work of our salvation. So ought we
joyously cry, for in the Supper Christ comes to us to save us.

The blending of these two disjunct passages provides a poignant reminder to us that at the altar the

majesty of Almighty God is bound to the Sacrament, which is given for us and for our salvation.

Why does the pastor hold his hands up high over his head for the Lord’s Prayer?

Following the Preface at Mass, the pastor turns to the altar and intones the Proper Preface, that is,
the “seasonal” preface in preparation for the Supper. Following this in some traditions in an epiclesis, or
prayer for the Holy Spirit, and then, as the highest of these consecutive prayers, the “Our Father,” which
is the Lord’s Prayer. Traditions which employ the epiclesis generally have the Our Father after the
Words of Institution are spoken. Traditions which do not employ the epiclesis generally have the Our
Father before the Verba, in which case, the Our Father serves as the epiclesis, which calls upon God for
His blessing. This prayer is not only the highest of the prayers at Mass, but of all prayers, since it is the
prayer our Lord Jesus Himself taught us to pray. Therefore it is most fitting that, in recognition of this,
the celebrant should extend his hand higher than he had been extending them for the other prayers. The
extension and raising of the hands is the ancient posture of prayer, and normally during Mass the pastor so
prays. To distinguish the Our Father alone above all the others, here he raises his hands higher. For no
other prayer in the service does her raise his hands this high; it is therefore a subtle reminder of the fact

that when we pray the Our Father, we are praying the very best prayer we could possibly pray. &




PAGE 4 REFLECTIONS

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INFORMATION

Theology on Tap - The Kansas City North Circuit invites you to Theology on Tap, a monthly the-
{ ~ § ological discussion publicly led by Circuit pastors. This monthly discussion will return on January

29th. Watch the info notes on more information on location.

Pastor Meissner is available for private Confession and Absolution by appointment during the week or on Sun-

day mornings, following Corporate Confession and Absolution which is held at 8:00 am each Sunday. You can also

join Pastor Meissner for the service of Matins on Tuesdays, at 8:00 am after Men’s Bible Breakfast, or on Mondays,
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 7:30 am & Saturdays at 8:30 am.

Portals of Prayer—The January-March edition of Portals of Prayer are available in the Narthex. Please
consider making a donation in exchange for your copy. A standard copy costs the church $2.00, while the
large print copy costs the church around $3.00. Thank you!

Church office hours: The church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am-3:00 pm. The of-
fice is closed on Fridays. The ECC office is open Monday-Friday. Please contact us at 816-452-9113

Men’s Dart Ball Team - Our congregation has a team that plays in the Kansas City - North Circuit
Dart ball league. The season started in September, but you can join at any time. Games are played at
Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods on Thursday nights at 7pm, every second Thursday of the

month. Interested? Contact Mike Schaunaman at 816-507-0974.

Sunday School Corner

Music time for the children's Sunday School is held right after opening here at Holy Cross. Our children are blessed
to have a dedicated music time before they go off to their Sunday School classes each Sunday. Here is how it works.
The children join in with the adult Bible Class for opening devotions each Sunday morning at 8:45 am, then go to
music led by Rebekah Meissner (assisted by Myla Miller and Tacey Pigors) for about 10-15 minutes. Currently they
are also studying the church year and liturgy before music time. The children's choir practices their selections for

singing jointly with the adult choir in the Divine Service and other special services. Then they go off to their Sunday

School classes, both elementary and the high school class, attendance varies 4-6 children. This music time is a great
asset for them to learn music and how it applies to their lives of faith in Christ and apply it. We give thanks to God
for the dedicated staff that give of their time and talents in this special way. So if you have children or grandchildren
that you love, why not bring them to Sunday School and give them this experience of knowing what Jesus did for
them through hymnody. They will greatly benefit!

In His Service / Carl Pigors

Sunday School Superintendent SCHOOL

IN LOVING MEMORY OE...

“SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY
SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS OF

Jeanne Beck

MY LIFE, AND I SHALL DWELL IN THE *  Carl & Shara Pigors *  Toni Bosse
HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER.” - *  Alan Bahl *  Rich & Linda Rusche
PSALM 23:6

*  Jeft & Carolyn Falls
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Written on the Heart by Jocelyn Benson
(Printed with permission from The Lutheran Witness)
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when

Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town.” Luke 2:1-3

Ah! You remember! Many of you reading those three sentences corrected for version and/or kept going. “And Joseph
also went up from Galilee...” Once you started reading, it came flooding back: standing in the front of the nave, maybe
wearing a robe of some sort or a special outfit, observing the smiling faces of parents and grandparents, reciting Luke 2
at your church or school Christmas program. Those words, both the easy words and the difficult ones, are forever
etched on your heart, and no one can take them from you.

Memorizing God’s Word, and memorizing in general, is not just for Christmas programs, and it is not a recent innova-
tion. Deuteronomy 6 says, “‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on
(Deut. 6:4-6). Think about how many times God tells His people to remember all the things He has done

ka2

your heart
for them. In telling His people to put His words on their hearts, God is telling them to put the truth on their hearts.
This memorized truth is not only a source of wisdom and knowledge, but also a ready source of comfort.

The psalmist says, “I have stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11). What we
have stored in our hearts actually has an impact on our behavior. Scripture speaks frequently about what comes out of
our hearts (e.g. Matt. 12:34; 15:18; Mark 7:21; Luke 6:45). Memorizing helps us manage the content of the heart
and, thus, manages our behavior. If evil or idle things are memorized, evil and idle behavior is sure to follow. If good,
true and beautiful things are memorized, the fruit should follow. The things written on the heart become the lens and
filter through which we see the world and on which we base our thoughts and actions. This is the power of memoriza-
tion.

Memorization also helps us learn. Certainly we learn the things memorized, but those memorized things also help us
learn even more and at a deeper level. If I memorize a poem, it primes my brain to memorize another poem. If 1
memorize the dates of historical events, that gives me context so that I can build on and relate to even more events that
happened in the past. If | memorize math facts, that helps me utilize numbers more easily in other contexts. That

which I have memorized provides a framework and a foundation to make future learning easier and more robust.

We live in a world that eschews memorization. We also live in a world that eschews truth. Memorization certainly
helps us correctly deliver our lines in the Christmas program, but it also helps us confess the truth no matter the sea-
son of life. The little child can easily confess the faith given him in his Baptism when he knows the words of the
Apostles’ Creed as a 2-or 3-year-old. The mother with little children in the pew can still participate in the Divine Ser-
vice because she has memorized with repetition the liturgy of the service. The young adult having conversations about
the faith can boldly and confidently explain the work of the Holy Spirit when he draws on the words of the explanation
to the Third Article he memorized so long ago. The grandmother who has long ago forgotten who she is, let alone the
members of her family, can still pray the Lord’s Prayer with her pastor when he prays with her on her deathbed. God
graciously gives us the ability to memorize. Let us all, at Christmas and always, use this gift for our sake and the sake
of our neighbor.

A Little Levity... November/December 2025
e Little Susie, a six-year-old, complained “Mother, I’ve got a Transfers Out/Releases
stomachache.” “That’s because your stomach is empty.” the #  Ingeborg Asmuss (Released)

mother replied. “You would feel better if you had something Confi T f
onfirmations/Transfers In/

Profession of Faith

in it.” That afternoon the minister called and in conversation

remarked he had been suffering all day with a severe head-
ache. Susie perked up. “That’s because it’s empty,” she said. *  Daniel Garrison (Transfer from Immanuel
“You’d feel better if you had something in it!” Lutheran Church, Rolla, MO)
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Robert Sturm
Larry Wheeler
Amber Leirer
Michael Crawford
William Miller
Tacey Pigors
Aaron Keith
Diane Pirtle
Linda Castro
Neva Gibson
Simon Madeleka
Kaizley Williams
David Johnson
Karen Harness
Jean Nyen
Geraughty Badger
Taylor Davis
Heather Hughes

February
Donna Reed
Garth Kueck
John Van Duser
Carolyn Falls
Neil Johnson
Isaac Schaunaman
Raylan Hedges
Mark Ash
Archie Nyen
Nena Kueck
Joyce Arnold
Eleanor Kear
Staci Williams
Julie Senne
Greta Meissner
William Claussen
Robert Krey
Michael Hughes
Lezlie McCormick
Ryan Arnold

@ HAPPY

ANNIVERSARY!

“LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS,
BELIEVES ALL THINGS, HOPES
ALL THINGS, ENDURES ALL
THINGS. LOVE NEVER ENDS.”
1 CORINTHIANS 13:7-8A

January
M/M John Valleau

February
M/M Larry Wheeler

RLIN TP SRR
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From the Board of Stewardship
GIVING MADE EASY - You may now make a one-time donation or set up recurring contributions

through our website’s eGiving donation page. The eGiving option is secure, fast, and easy to use. You can
_ ke . . .
donate by visiting www .holycrosskc.org and selecting “eGiving” or by simply scanning this =

QR code. Please contact the church office at 816-452-9113 if you have any questions or e
need additional assistance.

From the Budget and Finance Committee - As of October 27, 2025, we have
reached 100% of our goal and the mortgage has been PAID OFF! Thanks be to God!!

Music at Holy Cross &
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break fortb into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98:4 %

Choir Notes
The adult choir will take a break in January. They will resume their Saturday
10:00 am rehearsals in February.

From the Board of Christian Mercy
We need food and personal care items for the food panties we support. Please bring any of the following items to

church at any time and place them in the coat room. There is continual need in our community. While out shopping,
pick up some extra items! Also, we could use more volunteers to help deliver the donations. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Dee Stafford.

Suggested items to donate to local food pantries: (No glass packaging or expired items. Purchase flip top cans

if possible or consider donating a can opener.)
Proteins: peanut butter, canned or packets of tuna or chicken, canned stew
Dry goods: dry beans, dry milk, brown or white rice, pasta, cereal, oats, crackers, macaroni & cheese
Canned: vegetables, fruits, beans, tomatoes, soup, broth, juice

A N =

Condiments and spices: ketchup, mustard, hot sauce, bbq sauce, mayonnaise, salt, pepper, dry spices,

dry mixes (chili, taco, spaghetti etc), packets of condiments from fast food restaurants

5. Miscellaneous: fruit cups, dried fruit, oil, salad dressing, granola or protein bars, trail mix, breakfast
bars, coffee, tea, pudding cups

6. Paper products: toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, paper plates, cups, plastic ware

7. Personal hygiene items: shampoo, deodorant, soap, combs, tooth paste, toothbrush

I Lo

—

The Board of Church Properties has started the necessary work to replace the boiler, which heats the Narthex & Sanc-
tuary. Work will be completed very soon. Due to the cold temperature in the Sanctuary, we shifted plans and cele-
brated the Divine Service in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 14th.
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From the Board of Christian Mercy:

Swaddling Clothes

Mission statement: “The mission of Swaddling Clothes is to share the mercy of Christ with our neighbors
through the gifts of clothing, food, friendship and the forgiving Word of God.”

“Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you people from afar. The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of
my mother he named my name.” Isaiah 49:1 ESV

For the months of November and December we served 104 families by providing 149 packages of diapers,
147 packages of baby wipes, and 48 big items. We also welcomed many new families during November and
December. In December we also gave out a dozen Christmas cookies to each of our families. We continue to
hand out a collection of Arch Books monthly to each family. These books are generously provided by
Concordia Publishing House.

In September and October, we participated in the 2025 Thrivent Diaper Drive. Thanks to our Holy Cross
members, a total of 2,393 diapers were donated. As an incentive, Thrivent donated $1 for every diaper
collected up to $150. A $150 check was received in November from Thrivent and was donated to Swaddling
Clothes. Thank you to all who donated diapers!

Nancy Neill and Carolyn Falls are filling in for Shara during her absence (December-early March). Nancy and
Carolyn will give a Swaddling Clothes presentation on January 21, 2026 to the Lutheran Urban Mission
Agency Auxiliary (LUMAA). It will take place at King of Kings Lutheran Church starting at 9:00.

Our next Center opening will be Saturday, January 10th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Please sign up on the SC
bulletin board in the Narthex by Sunday, January 4th if you would like to volunteer. If you have any
questions, contact Nancy Neill at (816)556-6555 or Carolyn Falls at (816)674-5021.

Our February Center opening will be Saturday, February 14th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Please sign up on
the SC bulletin board in the Narthex by Sunday, February 8th.

Our next Swaddling Clothes quarterly meeting will be held on April 27, 2026 at 5:30 pm in the Conference
Room. Everyone is invited. Watch your weekly bulletin for SC announcements. Thank you to all our
wonderful volunteers and the support of our congregation. Please continue to pray for the Swaddling Clothes

Mission here at Holy Cross.

In Christ’s service,

Carolyn Falls & Nancy Neill S wacfcffingz
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THANK YO u” TRULY I SAY TO YOU, AS YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS,
.. YOU DID IT TO ME.” MATTHEW 25:40

Holy Cross Lutheran Church,

Thank you for the prayers and gifts you have generously offered to us and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
during 2025. The year is passing quickly, and before a new year begins, we want to tell you how greatly we appreci-
ate your consistent month-to-month, quarter-to-quarter help in bringing confessional Lutheran pastoral care back to
an area of the world that has been deprived of God’s Word and Sacrament for far too many years. We could not
complete our mission without your continuing prayers and gifts.

Since 2002, the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society has been helping the Siberian Lutheran Church spread the Gospel
to people in far-flung areas of Siberia and other places in Russia and near-by countries. In addition to helping fund the
church’s pastoral work, in 2017, the society took on responsibility for ongoing support of the Siberian Church’s semi-
nary in Novosibirsk.

While the Siberian Church remains small, it is resolute in its commitment to confessional Lutheran doctrine and prac-
tice, as is the Novosibirsk Seminary. The seminary is one of just two confessional Lutheran pastoral training schools
still operating in Russia and surrounding countries. Keeping it open is essential to fulfilling the ministry of the Siberi-
an Church in Russia. Our commitment has not faded. Instead, it has grown stronger, even in the face of international
tension caused by the Russia-Ukraine war.

Please, will you continue your gracious support and consider giving an additional gift before 2025 draws to a close.
Right now, a long-time donor has stepped forward to offer a matching gift of $20,000 for contributions that the mis-
sion society receives before the end of the year. Will you help fulfill this matching gift offer? You can make a differ-
ence. Your gift will help send a powerful and encouraging message to our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Russia,
assuring them that they have not been forgotten—even in the face of world conflict.

Most importantly, your gift will help spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a nation deprived of God’s Word and Sacra-

ment for 70 repressive years.

If you have questions about the SLMS, please contact us. Your help is needed and very much appreciated. May God

continue to bless you throughout the upcoming Christmas holidays and New Year.

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Daniel Johnson, SLMS President
Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, SLMS Director of Fundraising

Youth Group Kids, FYI!!l
(Check with Missie or Terrie for details!)
2026 HIGHER THINGS CONFERENCES “ALL THINGS NEW” (JUNE & JULY)
HE WHO WAS SEATED ON THE THRONE SAID, "I AM MAKING EVERYTHING NEW!" (REVELATION 21:5)
ER R R R S S S S S S R S S S R e S S R S S SR S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S R S S S S S S S S R S R S S S
July 19-Aug. 1, Higher Things and Camp to-Dis-E-Ca will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church

Rantoul, Hilbert, WI
dede oo e e e e b e e e e s bk e e e s b S ke e b bk s e e e st b e e e st sk b e e e e s bk e e e e s s S e e e e e e ok

Thank you for your support!

Missie & Terrie
YG Co-Chairs
Proverbs 22:6
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HOLY
CROSS
LUTHERAN CHURCH

KANSAS CITY

2003 NE Englewood Road
Kansas City, MO 64118
Phone: (816) 452-9113

Fax: (816) 452-8263
E-mail: church@holycrosskc.org

Website: www.holycrosskc.org

Return Service Requested

Rev. Dr. Craig A. Meissner,
Pastor

REFLECTIONS FROM THE CROSS

A NEWSLETTER OF HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
2003 NE ENGLEWOOD ROAD, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64118
(816) 452-9113




