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“You shall worship the Lord your God and 
him only shall you serve.” 

 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude  - Holy Cross Choir – TLH 664 – De Profundis 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

+ Holy Baptism+  

 
604 I Bind unto Myself Today 

 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, 
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may 
be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our 

communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as 
the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your 

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in 

this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see T printed.   



 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Patrick, c. 372–466; tr. Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95 
Tune: Irish 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
The candidate, sponsors, and family gather with the pastor at the font. 

 
Stand 



 
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of 
Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
  
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born 
sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as 
His own. 
  
Therefore, depart, you unclean spirit, and make room for the Holy 
Spirit in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of the candidate while saying: 

 
P Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 

upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 
crucified. 

 
P Let us pray. 

O almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray 
on behalf of Your servant Gavin James, who asks for the gift of Your 
Baptism and desires Your eternal grace through spiritual rebirth. 
Receive him, Lord, according to Your promise: “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.” Now give Your blessing to him who asks and open the door to 
him who knocks, so that he may obtain the eternal blessing of this 
heavenly bath and receive the promised kingdom that You give; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



P Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 
condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to 
Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight 
souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the 
Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the 
Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a 
lavish washing away of sin. 
  
We pray that You would behold Gavin James according to Your 
boundless mercy and bless him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that 
through this saving flood all sin in him which has been inherited from 
Adam and which he himself committed since, would be drowned and 
die. Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the 
Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers 
and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful 
hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, he would be 
declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

  
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; 
but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus 
saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And 
He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed 
them. 

 
The pastor places his hands on the head of the candidate, and the congregation joins in praying: 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time 

forth and even T forevermore. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 

 
P Gavin James, do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 
P Do you renounce all his works? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth? 
R Yes, I believe. 



  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into 
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  
P Gavin James, do you desire to be baptized? 
R Yes, I do. 
 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 

 
P Gavin James, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying: 

 
P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with 

the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you 
stand without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the 
inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

 
The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while 
saying: 

 



P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who 
is the Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be 
ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and 
enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which shall have no end. 

 
The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 

 
P In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of 
heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive 
you in Jesus’ name as our brother in Christ, that together we might 
hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him 
who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

Stand 

 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise 
You that You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have 
granted Gavin James the new birth in Holy Baptism and made him a 
member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your 
heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as he has now 
become Your child, You would keep him in his baptismal grace, that 
according to Your good pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a 
godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with 
all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 

 



P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all 
your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 
P Peace T be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

All return to their places. 

 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 91:1–2, 9–10, 13; antiphon: vv. 15a, c, 16 – Sung by the Choir 

 

When he calls to me, I will | answer him;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 
He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 
 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,* 
 my God, in | whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 
 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 
 no plague come | near your tent. 
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



When he calls to me, I will | answer him;* 
 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis - Omitted for Lent 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness 
and brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your 
Church that following our Savior we may walk through the 
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Genesis 3:1-21 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the Lord God had made. 



 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then 
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called 
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 



 16To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 
 17And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 
 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living. 21And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins and clothed them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 91:11–12 

 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 
 to guard you in | all your ways. 



On their hands they will | bear you up,* 
 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. 

 
Epistle Hebrews 4:14-16 

 14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Tract Psalm 91:1, 4a, 15a, 16 – Sung by the Choir 

 

He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 
 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
He will cover you with his | pinions,* 
 and under his wings you will find | refuge. 
When he calls to me, I will | answer him;* 
 I will be with him in | trouble. 
With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 
 and show him my sal- | vation. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  



 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is 
written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple 6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, 
for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to 
him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 



     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 



     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: tr. composite 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering - Please place your offering and attendance card in the plate as it is passed. 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 



 

 

 

 
  
  
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of 
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 
sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 (Sung) 

C     Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

          heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

          Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
           Blessed is He, blessed is He T, blessed is He that cometh in           
           the name of the Lord. 

                    Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but T deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 



 

 
  
 

Distribution 

 
Sit 

 
561 The Tree of Life 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952 
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 

 
440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

 

 



 
 
5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 
 
6 Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever. 
 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
724 If God Himself Be for Me 

 



 

 

 
 
5 For no one can condemn me 

    Or set my hope aside; 
Now hell no more can claim me: 
    Its fury I deride. 
No sentence now reproves me, 
    No guilt destroys my peace; 
For Christ, my Savior, loves me 
    And shields me with His grace. 

 
6 Who clings with resolution 

    To Him whom Satan hates 
Must look for persecution; 
    For him the burden waits 
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses 
    Heaped on his blameless head; 
A thousand plagues and crosses 
    Will be his daily bread. 



 
7 From me this is not hidden, 

    Yet I am not afraid; 
I leave my cares, as bidden, 
    To whom my vows were paid. 
Though life from me be taken 
    And ev’rything I own, 
I trust in You unshaken 
    And cleave to You alone. 

 
8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 

    No pain or poverty, 
No earthly tyrant’s anger 
    Shall ever vanquish me. 
Though earth should break asunder, 
    My fortress You shall be; 
No fire or sword or thunder 
    Shall sever You from me. 

 
9 No angel and no gladness, 

    No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
    No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheming, no contrivance, 
    No subtle thing or great 
Shall draw me from Your guidance 
    Nor from You separate. 

 
10 My heart with joy is springing; 

    I am no longer sad. 
My soul is filled with singing; 
    Your sunshine makes me glad. 
The sun that cheers my spirit 



    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 
The heav’n I shall inherit 
    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1, 3–5, 10): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (sts. 2, 6–9): tr. Richard 
Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Vierundzwanzig geistliche Lieder, 1609, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 (Sung) 

C  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 

people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 



  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 



418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 
Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 
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