HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
2003 N.E. Englewood Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64118

816.452.9113

“If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought

to wash one another’s feet.”

Divine Service Three
Holy Thursday
April 2, 2026

Rev. Dr. Craig A. Meissner, Pastor
Website: http:/ /holycrosskc.org
Email: church@holycrosskc.org



Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross,
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may
be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our

communion. So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as
the pastor comes by. The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in
this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see I« printed.

Prelude

Please stand and face the procession
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5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

6  Agony and bitter labor
Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose

You need not Him who died and rose.

7  Christ says: “Come, all you that labor,
And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill
Need no physician’s help or skill.

8 “For what purpose was My dying
If not for your justifying?
And what use this precious food

If you yourself were pure and good?”

9  If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest,
Be at His banquet truly blest.

10  Let this food your faith so nourish
That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you
How much God’s wondrous love can do.

Text: John Hus, c. 1369—1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483—1546; (sts. 1-2, 45, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.;
(sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 19132001, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt.

Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383

Text (sts. 1-2,4-5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

(P)

Exhortation

(P)
(P)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LSB 290
[ will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Confessional Address

(P)

Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of
our Lord Jesus Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us
His body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper that
we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this
holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those
who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their
sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in
us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering
ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For
our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole
will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and

the punishrnent we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in
the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke
it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body,
which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that
I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My
body to eat.”
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In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it
is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all
your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain
grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new
testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a

pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently
believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and
Christ in him and has eternal life.

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—
that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification.
Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and
follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as
He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we
are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For
just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread
made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in
Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but
in deed and in truth.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.

Amen.

Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him,
imploring Him for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness.



Confession of Sins LSB 291
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Absolution

(P)

Stand

Blessing

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable
sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

Do you believe that the forgiveness [ speak is not my forgiveness but
God’s?
Yes.

Let it be done for you as you believe.

The absolution is spoken individually from the altar rail.
When absolved, you may immediately return to your place.
LSB 291

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do
it. Go in T+ peace.

Amen.



+ Service of the Word+

Introit Psalm 67:1—-3, 6b—7; antiphon: Galatians 6:14b; Liturgical Text
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But far be it from | me to boast*
except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ.
In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;*
by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty.
May God be gracious to us and | bless us*
and make his face to shine up- | on us,
that your way may be | known on earth,*
your saving power among all | nations.
Let the peoples praise you, | O God;*
let all the peoples | praise youl!
God, our God, shall | bless us.*
God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth | fear him!
But far be it from | me to boast*
except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ.
In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;*
by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P)] The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

P Letus pray.
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance
of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of
Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may
continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Exodus 24:3-11
*Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the
just decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the
words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” *And Moses wrote down all
the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at
the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes
of Israel. >And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. ®°And
Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he
threw against the altar. "Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it
in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken
we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and
threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the
Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
"Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Isracl went up, '%and they saw the God of Isracl. There was under his feet

as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness.



""And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they
beheld God, and ate and drank.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 111:4-5
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He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*

he remembers his covenant for- | ever.

Epistle I Corinthians 11:23—-32
»For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, **and when he
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you.,
Do this in remembrance of me.” *’In the same way also he took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” **For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
*’Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the
Lord. **Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. *’For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. **That is why many of you are
weak and ill, and some have died. *'But if we judged ourselves truly, we
would not be judged. *But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Tract Psalm 111:4-5; John 6:55—-56
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He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*

the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*

he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.*

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me,
and | Iin him.

Holy Gospel John 13:1-15

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

"Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour
had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. *During supper, when
the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to
betray him, *Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, *rose
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. *Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around
him. °He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my
feet?” "Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now,
but afterward you will understand.” *Peter said to him, “You shall never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no
share with me.” ’Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!” "Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are



clean, but not every one of you.” ""For he knew who was to betray him;
that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

""When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done
to you? "You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. "If
[ then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. "For I have given you an example, that you also

should do just as I have done to you.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures



and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Days of peace and u - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2—3): Martin Luther, 1483—1546
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383

Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Votum

P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts

and minds in Christ Jesus.



Amen.
Offering - Please p]aceyour Qﬁ%ring and attendance card in the p]ate as it is passed.
Stand

956 Create in Me
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583—-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer —The Litany

P O Lord,
have mercy.
P O Christ,
have mercy.
P) O Lord,
have mercy.
P) O Christ,
hear us.
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God the Father in heaven,

have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition
and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and
from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody
sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour
of death; and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all
pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and
understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy

living;
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To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the
way of truth all who have erred and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into
Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and
Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to
comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from
discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time
of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and
protect our magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children,
increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and
widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free
those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their
hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth;
and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.



Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
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P) O Christ,

hear us.

P O Lord,

have mercy.

P) O Christ,

have mercy.

P O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament+

Preface LSB 194
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() Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.



[,

(@)

It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation
of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life
also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of
the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnity Your glorious name, evermore praising

You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195 (Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He I+, blessed is He that cometh in

the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but I deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *f body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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live them, What last will and tes - ta - ment?
vit - ed, You are with us, as You said.
rap - ture That Your heart de - sired for us,
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Lamb of God, fore - told for a - ges, Now  at
Sin - less Lamb and fall - en crea - ture, One  last
“Show Me and the world you love Me, Know Me
One with You and one an - oth - er In a
When the longed -  for peace and u - nion Of the
n | (E—
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last the hour had come When but One could pay  sin’s
pas - chal meal to eat, One last les - son as their
as the Lamb of God: Do this in re - mem - brance
u - ni-ty sub-lime, See in us  Your sis - ter,
Great - est and the least Meet in joy - ous, blest com -
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wa - ges: You as - sumed their dread - ful sum.
teach - er, Wash -ing  Your dis - ci - ples’ feet.
of Me, Eat this bod - y, drink this blood.”
broth - e, One in ev - ry place and time.
mu - nion In Your nev - er - end - ing feast.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919—2008
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383




WH 91 Thousand Times by Me Be Greeted
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Thou-sand times by me be greet-ed, Je - sus, who hast
Je - sus, Thee I wview i spir -1, Cov - cred o'er with
Heal me, O my soul’s Phy - si - cian, Wherc-so - ¢'er I'm
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cher - ished  me, And Thy -scll 10 death sub - mit - 1ed
blood and wounds: Now sal - va - ton through Thy mer - 1t
sick or sad; All  the woes of my con - di - tion
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For my trea-son a - gainst Thee. Oh, how hap - py do 1
For my sin-sick soul a - bounds. O Thou fair - est Prince of
By Thy balm be now al - layed. Heal the hurts which Ad - am
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feel, When be - fore Thee low 1  kneel, Sece Thee on the
Peace, Who didst thirst for our re - lease, Who can fath-om
wrought, Or  which on my -sclf I've brought; If  Thy blood but
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cross ¢x - pir - ing, My sal - va - ton therc ac-quir - ing!
all  that’s trca-sured In Thy love’s dc - sign un-mca - sured?
touch me sole - ly, My dis-twess will van-ish whol - ly.
4 Onmy heart Thy wounds forever 5 With the decpest adoration
Be inscribed indelibly, Humbly at Thy feet 1 lic,
That [ n¢’er forget, dear Savior, And with fervent supplication
What Thou hast endured for me. Unto Thee for succor cry.
Thou’rt indeed my highest Good, My petition kindly hear,
End of all solicitude; Say in answer to my pray’,
Let me at Thy feet here savor “I will change thy grief and sadncss
And enjoy Thy love and favor. Into comfort, joy, and gladness.”
Text: P Gerhardt, 1653, atier Bemard: tr. J. Gambold, 1754_alt. DER AN KRH.IZH

Tune: Johann B. Kanig, 1738 &7 87 778§




Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 (Sung) (Gloria Patri omitted during Passiontide)

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy
people Israel.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

@ Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

A - men.



Salutation LSB 201
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

+ STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR +

The Communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is
stripped, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good
Friday. The service ends abruptly without the Benediction to tie together as one
the entire saving work of Christ, which includes His giving of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday), His suffering and death (Good Friday), His rest in the tomb

(Holy Saturday), and finally, His resurrection on Easter morning.

Psalm 22

Holy Cross Choir
(The text for meditation is found in the Psalm section in the front of the hymnal.)

Congregation is dismissed after the Pastor leaves the chancel.
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