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“It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this 

your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 

lost, and is found.” 

  

  

  
  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude - 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth st. 1 – Holy Cross Choir 
 

1 Shepherd of tender youth, 
Guiding in love and truth 
    Through devious ways; 
Christ, our triumphant king, 
We come Your name to sing 
And here our children bring 
    To join Your praise. 

Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 
614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, 
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may 
be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our 

communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as 
the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your 

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is appropriate to bow the head at italicized words; to bow at the waist at the italicized words in 

this font; to make the sign of the cross when you see T printed.   



 
 
5 The words which absolution give 

Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

 
6 When ministers lay on their hands, 

Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
He who by grace the Word believes 
The purchase of His blood receives. 

 
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 

For absolution full and free, 
In which You show Your richest grace; 
From false indulgence guard our race. 

 

D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be 
World without end, eternally! 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 
Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But 
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 25:1–2a, 5b, 15, 20; antiphon: vv. 16, 18 – Sung by the Choir 

 

Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
 and forgive | all my sins. 
To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 
 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 
You are the God of my sal- | vation;* 
 for you I wait all the | day long. 
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 
 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!* 
 Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
 and forgive | all my sins. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 



 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing 
is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your mercy on us that, with 
You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Micah 7:18–20 

18Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
 and passing over transgression 
 for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
 because he delights in steadfast love. 
19He will again have compassion on us; 
 he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins 
 into the depths of the sea. 



20You will show faithfulness to Jacob 
 and steadfast love to Abraham, 
as you have sworn to our fathers 
 from the days of old. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 55:22a, 16, 18a 

 

Cast your burden | on the LORD,* 
 and he will sus- | tain you. 
I call to God, and the LORD will | save me.* 
 He redeems my soul in | safety. 

 
Epistle 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because 
he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was 
a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The 
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Stand 

 
Verse of the Day Psalm 18:1–2a 

 

 

A  I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer. Alleluia. 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he 
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not 
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And 
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell 
you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is 



coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many 
days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And 
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he 
was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 
 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and 
let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants 
and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, 
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he 
said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It 



was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 



  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 



 

 
 
5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 
    Christ, the life that cannot die. 
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 
Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 



Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering - Please place your offering and attendance card in the plate as it is passed. 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 



Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen 
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from 
the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 195 (Sung) 

C     Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

          heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

          Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
           Blessed is He, blessed is He T, blessed is He that cometh in           
           the name of the Lord. 

                    Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but T deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 



you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Distribution 

 
Sit 

 



635 O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Spanish or Latin American, 20th cent.; tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: H. León 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 



839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 



 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 (Sung) 

C  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 

people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 
Benediction LSB 202 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 



C  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
863 Our Father, by Whose Name 

 

 

 

 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 
Tune: John D. Edwards, 1805–85 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 
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