The FirstReading. . . .......... ... it Revelation 1:1-6
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must
soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to
the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one
who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what
is written in it, for the time is near. John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before
his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings
on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a
kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

The EpistleReading. . ............. i, 1 John 1:1—2:2
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

TheGospelReading. . ...ttt John 21:20-25
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been
reclining at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When Peter
saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he
remain until | come, what is that to you? You follow me!” So the saying spread abroad among the
brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If
it is my will that he remain until | come, what is that to you?” This is the disciple who is bearing
witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is
true. Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, |
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
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“If it is my will that he remain until I come,
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Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the

importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed
Communion.” If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and
with one another may be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion. So, if you

or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by. The Blood of
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand
to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

Notes on the service: St. John the Evangelist put Christmas in one
verse: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)
Not martyred but still a witness, John was exiled to Patmos and died
an old man, according to tradition. He bore witness “to the word of
God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he

saw.” (Rev. 1:2). Above all, he was an eyewitness of Christ who
proclaims to us what he saw and heard concerning the “word of life”
that was “made manifest” (1 John 1:1-3). “And we know that his
testimony is true” (John 21:24). The readings today include John’s
testimony of Christ’s atoning death and His third resurrection
appearance (John 21:14). The heavenly places even will take note of
what the Church preaches!

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY:

P: Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your
Church that we, being instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed
apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting
life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Organist. . . ... Ginny Valleau
Communion Elders. . ........ (10:45 A.M.) Carl Pigors & Curt Wendt
December Elders. . . ............ David Johnson & Luther Salonen

Psalm 92

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the | Son of God*

and that by believing you may have life | in his name.
It is good to give thanks | to the LoRD,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*
and your faithful- | ness by night,
to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*
at the works of your hands | | sing for joy.
How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the | Son of God*

and that by believing you may have life | in his name.

Note: Standing and Kneeling are optional

8:00 A.M.—Matins LSB 219

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn—LSB #517, stanzas 1, 8, 3
Opening Verses—LSB 219
Psalm 92—(printed at left)
Office Hymn—LSB #523
The Lessons: (printed on back)
Common Responsory - LSB 221
Catechetical Instruction— Confession

LSB 326

Sermon Hymn—LSB #389
Sermon - “Hold the Baby”

Text: 1 John 1:1—2:2
Canticle—Benedictus - LSB 226-227
Offering
Prayer—LSB 227
Benediction—LSB 228
Closing Hymn— LSB #390

10:45 A.M.
Divine Service Setting One—LSB 151
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn—LSB #517, stanzas 1,8,3
Confession and Absolution—LSB 151
Service of the Word—LSB 152
Introit—Psalm 92 (printed at left)
Kyrie - LSB 152-153
Hymn of Praise - Gloria in Excelsis - LSB 154
Collect of the Day
The Lessons: (printed on back)
Hymn of the Day - LSB #389
Sermon - “Hold the Baby”
Text: 1 John 1:1—2:2
The Nicene Creed - LSB 158
Prayer of the Church - LSB 159
Offering
Offertory - LSB 159-160
Service of the Sacrament—LSB 160
Sanctus - LSB 161
Lord’s Prayer (right column) - LSB 162
Agnus Dei - LSB 163
Distribution - LSB 164
Hymns—LSB #523, #375, #367
Nunc Dimittis- LSB 165
Benediction - LSB 166
Closing Hymn— LSB #390




