The Old Testament Reading. . ... ......... it Genesis 22:1-18
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am |.” He said, “Take your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took
two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to
the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; | and the boy will go over there and worship and come
again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here am |, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together. When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood
in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand
and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here am |.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now |
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The
LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” And the angel of the
LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself | have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed
my voice.”

The EpistleReading. . . ... i i i as James 1:1-11
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in
nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be
given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven
and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his
humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and
withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his
pursuits.

The Gospel Reading. . .. ...ttt ittt e e e e e e Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up
out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove him
out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild
animals, and the angels were ministering to him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”
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Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the

importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed
Communion.” If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and
with one another may be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion. So, if you

or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by. The Blood of
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand
to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

Notes on the service: The theme of the First Sunday in Lent is
always trial and temptation. The Old Testament Reading (Genesis
22) illustrates trial as Abraham is called to sacrifice Isaac. The
Gospel from Mark tells in brief of Jesus’ temptation. The reading
from James refers both to trial and temptation. The emphasis is that
temptation brings forth sin, and despite what we think or want to
think, God has no part in tempting us to sin. James 1:12-18, the
Epistle, serves as a bridge between the lessons in the Old Testament
and Gospel.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY:

P: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness
and brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your
Church that, following our Savior, we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Organist. . ... Ginny Valleau
Communion Elders. . ... .. (10:00 A.M.) Randy Wilson & Dave Senne
February Elder. .. ... ... ... Carl Pigors

Psalm 91
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When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*

| will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life | will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.”
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
On their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a-| gainst a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*

| will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life | will sat- | isfy him*

and show him my sal- | vation.”

Note: Standing and Kneeling are optional

10:00 A.M.
Divine Service Setting One—LSB 151
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn—LSB #668
Confession and Absolution—LSB 151
Service of the Word—LSB 152
Introit—Psalm 91 (printed at left)
Kyrie - LSB 152-153 (Gloria omitted for Lent)
Collect of the Day
The Lessons: (printed on back)
Hymn of the Day - LSB #562
Sermon - “Count It All Joy”
Text: James 1:1-11
Rev. Paul Deterding
The Nicene Creed - LSB 158
Prayer of the Church - LSB 159
Offering
Offertory - LSB 159-160
Service of the Sacrament—LSB 160
Sanctus - LSB 161
Lord’s Prayer (right column) - LSB 162
Agnus Dei - LSB 163
Distribution - LSB 164
Hymns—LSB #656
LSB #617
LSB #730
Nunc Dimittis- LSB 165
Benediction - LSB 166
Closing Hymn— LSB #655




