The Old TestamentReading. .. ............... ... .......... Genesis 9:8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, | establish my covenant with you and your
offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every
beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. | establish
my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that |
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: | have
set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When | bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, | will remember my covenant that is between
me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The EpistleReading. . . .. ........ ..., Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The GospelReading. .. ...ttt it Mark 6:45-56
Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the
mountain to pray. And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.
And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, but when
they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and
were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And he
got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, for they did not
understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when they got out of the boat, the people
immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their
beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid
the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And
as many as touched it were made well.
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Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross

Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the

importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed
Communion.” If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and
with one another may be genuine. Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion. So, if you

or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by. The Blood of
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand
to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.

Notes on the service: The Old Testament Reading from Genesis 9
recounts the promise of the rainbow to Noah after the flood. The use
of water to destroy the sinful and unrepentant but also to save Noah
and his family parallels the saving action of Jesus on the water in the
Gospel. In the Epistle, Paul reminds us that Jesus is the Word and
promise of the Father, and His own flesh and blood are the covenant
by which you are “strengthened with power through His Spirit in your
inner being.” The Collect gives assurance that God is the protector of
all who trust in Him with the promise that He will rescue from all
adversities. In the Gospel we learn that although creation suffers
under the curse of sin, the Lord preserves and orders creation for the
benefit of His Church. In particular, all creation is redeemed and
sanctified by the incarnate Son of God. He who stills the storm is
with you in all circumstances.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: (The theme prayer of the day.)

P: Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in
You, strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in
Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Organist. . . ... Myla Miller
Communion Elder. . . ... .. . . .. .. Curt Wendt

Ushers.............. Rich Rusche, Steve Hoffman & Ron Ringstad

Psalm 145
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On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*

and on your wondrous works, | will | meditate.
| will extol you, my | God and King,*

and bless your name forever and | ever.
Every day | will | bless you*

and praise your name forever and | ever.
Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,*

and his greatness is un- | searchable.

They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,*

and | will declare your | greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness*
and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,*
and on your wondrous works, | will | meditate.

Note: Standing and Kneeling are optional

10:00 A.M.
Divine Service Setting Four—LSB 203
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn—LSB #915
Confession and Absolution—LSB 203
Service of the Word—LSB 204
Introit—Psalm 145 (printed at left)
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis - LSB 204
Collect of the Day
The Lessons: (printed on back)
Hymn of the Day - LSB #644
Sermon - Rev. Perry Copus
The Nicene Creed - LSB 206
Prayer of the Church - LSB 207
Offering
Service of the Sacrament—LSB 208
Sanctus - LSB 208
Lord’s Prayer - LSB 209
Agnus Dei - LSB 210
Distribution - LSB 210
Hymns—LSB #738
LSB #645
LSB #852

Nunc Dimittis- LSB 211
Benediction - LSB 212
Closing Hymn— LSB #692
Postlude




