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Notes on the service:  ñThe way of the wicked will perishò (Introit).  While we 
may be tempted smugly to decry the wickedness of the world around us, the 
Gospel for this Third Sunday in Lent makes it clear that apart from Christ we 
are squarely in the camp of the wicked.  Paul warns us in the Epistle, ñLet 
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.ò  In the Old Testament 
Reading, Ezekiel also warns that although we have been declared righteous, if 
we become pompous in our unrighteousness and do injustice, we will die in 
injustice.  We are called to fix our eyes on Jesus for God is a God whose glory 
it is to have mercy and to be gracious (Collect).  Todayôs readings call us to 
recognize the urgency of our own need for forgiveness and to rejoice in the 
mercy of the God who loves to save.   
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn  - ñAs Surely as I Live,ò God Said - LSB #614 
 
1.  ñAs surely as I live,ò God said, 
     ñI would not see the sinner dead. 
     I want him turned from errorôs ways, 
     Repentant, living endless days.ò 
 
2.  And so our Lord gave this command: 
     ñGo forth and preach in evôry land; 
     Bestow on all My pardôning grace 
     Who will repent and mend their ways. 
 

Receiving the Lordôs Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes 
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to                  
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the           
importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as ñClosed                

Communion.ò  If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please 
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and 
with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you 
or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by               

crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of 
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand 

to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



 
3.  ñAll those whose sins you thus remit 
     I truly pardon and acquit, 
     And those whose sins you will retain 
     Condemned and guilty shall remain. 
 
4.  ñWhat you will bind, that bound shall be; 
     What you will loose, that shall be free; 
     To My dear Church the keys are givôn 
     To open, close the gates of heavônò 
 
5.  The words which absolution give 
     Are His who died that we might live; 
     The minister whom Christ has sent 
     Is but His humble instrument. 
 
6.  When ministers lay on their hands, 
     Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
     He who by grace the Word believes 
     The purchase of His blood receives. 
 
7.  All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 
     For absolution full and free, 
     In which You show Your richest grace; 
     From false indulgence guard our race. 
 

(Please Stand) 

8.  Praise God the Father and the Son 
     And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
     As was, is now, and so shall be 
     World without end, eternally!   
 
Confession & Absolution 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the \ Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.    
P:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our  
     sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus  
     Christ to grant us forgiveness.   
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.    
 



 

(Silence for reflection and for self-examination.) 
 
P:  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C:  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and    
      iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved  
      Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for  
      them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your  
      boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter        
      sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be  
      gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.   

P:  Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and  
     ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of  
     you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I  
     forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the \ Son and of  
     the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen.   
 

Service of the Word 

 
Psalm 5 

 
 
 
 

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;* 

 evil may not | dwell with you.   

The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;* 

 you hate all evil- | doers.   

You destroy those | who speak lies;* 

 the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man.  

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will en- | ter your house.* 

 I will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of you.   

Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness; because of my | enemies;* 

 make Your way straight be- | fore me. 



Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis - Omitted for Lent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Let us pray.   
P: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your 
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Sit) 

 
 
The Old Testament Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ezekiel 33:7ï20  
ñSo you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, 
you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked 
to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but 
you will have delivered your soul. ñAnd you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have 
you said: 'Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. 
How then can we live?'  Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? ñAnd you, son of man, say to your people, The 
righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the  



wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and the 
righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins.  Though I say to the 
righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none 
of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die.  
Again, though I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' yet if he turns from his sin and does 
what is just and right,  if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by 
robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not 
die.  None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done 
what is just and right; he shall surely live. ñYet your people say, 'The way of the Lord is not 
just,' when it is their own way that is not just.  When the righteous turns from his righteousness 
and does injustice, he shall die for it.  And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and 
does what is just and right, he shall live by them.  Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' 
O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.ò 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                            
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Corinthians 10:1ï13  
I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea,  and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,  and all ate the same 
spiritual food,  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not 
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things took place as 
examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.  Do not be idolaters as some of 
them were; as it is written, ñThe people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.ò  We 
must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 
single day.  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents,  nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  Now 
these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, 
on whom the end of the ages has come.  Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take 
heed lest he fall.  No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
 



 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, thirteenth chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 13:1ï9  
There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices.  And he answered them, ñDo you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way?  No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  Or those eighteen on whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who 
lived in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.ò And he told 
this parable: ñA man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none.  And he said to the vinedresser, 'Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit 
on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?'  And he answered 
him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure.  Then if it should bear 
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'ò 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Nicene CreedðSpoken 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of  
the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life \ 
of the world to come.  Amen.   
 
(Sit) 
 
 

Hymn of the Dayï ñIn the Very Midst of Lifeò - LSB #755 
 
1.  In the very midst of life 
     Snares of death surround us; 
     Who shall help us in the strife 
     Lest the foe confound us? 
     Thou only, Lord, Thou only! 
     We mourn that we have greatly erred, 
     That our sins Thy wrath have stirred. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
     Save us lest we perish  
     In the bitter pangs of death. 
     Have mercy, O Lord! 
 
 
 



 
2.  In the midst of deathôs dark vale 
     Powôrs of hell oôertake us. 
     Who will help when they assail, 
     Who secure will make us? 
     Thou only, Lord, Thou only!  
     Thy heart is moved with tenderness, 
     Pities us in our distress. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
     Save us from the terror 
     Of the fiery pit of hell. 
     Have mercy, O Lord! 
 
3.  In the midst of utter woe 
     When our sins oppress us, 
     Where shall we for refuge go, 
     Where for grace to bless us? 
     To Thee, Lord Jesus, only! 
     Thy precious blood was shed to win 
     Full atonement for our sin. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
     Lord, preserve and keep us  
     In the peace that faith can give. 
     Have mercy, O Lord!  
 
  

Sermon - Rev. Perry Copus 
 
 (Stand) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Sit) 



 

Offering 
 
(Stand) 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 



 
P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutaryé.evermore praising You and saying: 



 
The Lordôs Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  
     and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples       
     and said: ñTake, eat; this is My \Êbody, which is given for you.  This do in  
     remembrance of Me.ò  In the same way also He took the cup after  
     supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  
     ñDrink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My \Êblood, which  
     is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink  
     it, in remembrance of Me.ò 
 
Pax Domini 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution (Sit) 

 
ñJesus, Grant That Balm and Healingò - LSB #421 
 
1.  Jesus, grant that balm and healing 
     In Your holy wounds I find, 
     Evôry hour that I am feeling 
     Pains of body and of mind. 
     Should some evil thought within 
     Tempt my treachôrous heart to sin, 
     Show the peril, and from sinning 
     Keep me from its first beginning. 



 
2.  Should some lust of sharp temptation 
     Fascinate my sinful mind, 
     Draw me to Your cross and passion, 
     And new courage I shall find.   
     Or should Satan press me hard, 
     Let me then be on my guard, 
     Saying, ñChrist for me was wounded,ò 
     That the tempter flee confounded. 
 
3.  If the world my heart entices 
     With the broad and easy road. 
     With seductive, sinful vices, 
     Let me weigh the awful load 
     You were willing to endure. 
     Help me flee all thoughts impure 
     And to master each temptation,  
     Calm in prayer and meditation. 
  
4.  Evôry wound that pains or grieves me 
     By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
     When Iôm faint, Your cross revives me, 
     Granting new life to my soul. 
     Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 
     Evôry bitter cup I meet; 
     For Your all-atoning passion 
     Has procured my soulôs salvation. 
 
5.  O my God, my rock and tower, 
     Grant that in Your death I trust, 
     Knowing death has lost its power 
     Since You crushed it in the dust. 
     Savior, let Your agony 
     Ever help and comfort me; 
     When I die be my protection, 
     Light and life and resurrection. 
 
 
  
 



 
ñThrough Jesusô Blood and Meritò - LSB #746 
  
1.  Through Jesusô blood and merit 
     I am at peace with God. 
     What, then, can daunt my spirit, 
     However dark my road? 
     My courage shall not fail me, 
     For God is on my side; 
     Though hell itself assail me, 
     Its rage I may deride. 
  
2.  Thereôs nothing that can sever 
     From this great love of God; 
     No want, no pain whatever, 
     No famine, peril, flood. 
     Though thousand foes surround me, 
     For slaughter mark His sheep, 
     They never shall confound me, 
     The victôry I shall reap. 
  
3.  For neither lifeôs temptation 
     Nor deathôs most trying hour 
     Nor angels of high station 
     Nor any other powôr 
     Nor things that now are present 
     Nor things that are to come 
     Nor height, however pleasant, 
     Nor darkest depths of gloom 
  
4.  Nor any creature ever 
     Shall from the love of God 
     This ransomed sinner sever; 
     For in my Saviorôs blood 
     This love has its foundation; 
     God hears my faithful prayer 
     And long before creation 
     Named me His child and heir. 
 
 
 



 
ñThe Will of God Is Always Bestò - LSB #758 
 

1.  The will of God is always best 
     And shall be done forever; 
     And they who trust in Him are blest; 
     He will forsake them never. 
     He helps indeed  
     In time of need; 
     He chastens with forbearing. 
     They who depend 
     On God, their friend,  
     Shall not be left despairing. 
 
2.  God is my comfort and my trust,  
     My hope and life abiding; 
     And to His counsel, wise and just, 
     I yield, in Him confiding. 
     The very hairs,  
     His Word declares, 
     Upon my head He numbers. 
     By night and day  
     God is my stay; 
     He never sleeps nor slumbers. 
 
3.  Lord, this I ask, O hear my plea, 
     Deny me not this favor: 
     When Satan sorely troubles me, 
     Then do not let me waver. 
     O guard me well, 
     My fear dispel, 
     Fulfill Your faithful saying: 
     All who believe 
     By grace receive 
     An answer to their praying. 
 
 



 
4.  When lifeôs brief course on earth is run 
     And I this world am leaving, 
     Grant me to say, ñYour will be done,ò 
     Your faithful Word believing. 
     My dearest Friend, I now commend 
     My soul into Your keeping; 
     From sin and hell,  
     And death as well, 
     By You the victôry reaping.   


