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ñAs the Father has sent me, even  

so I am sending you.ò 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on the service: The Second Sunday of Easter concludes the ñOctaveò 
of Easter observed in the Ancient Church.  The Early Church celebrated ñthe 
day of resurrectionò for a full eight days concluding with this day.  The 
resurrection was viewed as Godôs ñeighth day,ò the evidence that God had 
brought about a ñnew creationò in Christðand therefore this IS the day that the 
Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it!  The Epistle from Revelation 
reminds us that Sunday gained significance everywhere as ñthe Lordôs Day,ò as 
John reports that it was on this day that he received his revelation from the 
risen and exalted Christ.  What a fitting occasion to receive this special 
revelation from our Lord!   
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn  - ñChrist the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluiaò - LSB #463 
  
1.  Christ the Lord is risôn today; Alleluia! 
     Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
     Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
     At the paschal victimôs feet. Alleluia! 
  

 2.  For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
     Sinless in the sinnerôs stead. Alleluia! 
     Christ the Lord is risôn on high; Alleluia! 
     Now He lives, no more to die. Alleuia! 
 

 

  

Receiving the Lordôs Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes 
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to                  
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the           
importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as ñClosed                

Communion.ò  If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please 
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and 
with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you 
or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by               

crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of 
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand 

to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



 

3.  Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 
     God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
     When contending death and life, Alleluia! 
     Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 
  
4.  Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
     All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
     Christ the Lord is risôn on high; Alleluia! 
     Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 
 
(Stand) 

 
 
 Confession & Absolution 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the \ Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.    
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive    
      our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.            
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
      unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  
      what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not  
      loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
      ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.     
      For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive  
      us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and  
      walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.     
P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  
     sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ,     
     and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the       
     Father and of the \ Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   
 
           
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Psalm 105 

 
 
 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you  may grow up to                          
sal-| vationð* 

 if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.    

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 

Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;* 

 tell of all his | wondrous works!   

Glory in his | holy name;* 

 let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 

 seek his presence con- | tinually!   

Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 

 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.   

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.   

All:  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 

        as it was in the be- | ginning, 

   is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you  may grow up to                           
sal-| vationð* 

 if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.    



 

 
 



 
 



 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lordôs resurrection, 
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 
and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Sit) 
 
 

The First Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 5:12ï20  
Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the 
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico.  None of the rest dared join them, but 
the people held them in high esteem.  And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, 
multitudes of both men and women,  so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and 
laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of  



 

them.  The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up, and all who 
were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy  they arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public prison.  But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 
prison doors and brought them out, and said,  ñGo and stand in the temple and speak to the 
people all the words of this Life.ò   
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Revelation 1:4-18   
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,  and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.  To him who 
loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. ñI am the Alpha and the Omega,ò says the Lord God, 
ñwho is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.ò I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet  saying, ñWrite what you see in a 
book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to 
Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.ò Then I turned to see the voice that 
was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands,  and in the midst of the 
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his 
chest.  The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame 
of fire,  his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar 
of many waters.  In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged 
sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, ñFear not, I am the first and the last,  and 
the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades.ò 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
(Stand) 



 
 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 20:19ï31  
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ñPeace be with 
you.ò  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, ñPeace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you.ò  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, ñReceive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you 
withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.ò Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, ñWe have seen the 
Lord.ò But he said to them, ñUnless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.ò Eight days later, 
his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ñPeace be with you.ò  Then he said to Thomas, 
ñPut your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.ò  Thomas answered him, ñMy Lord and my God!ò  Jesus said to him,  



 
ñHave you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.ò Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book;  but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
(Sit) 

 

Hymn of the Dayï  ñThese Things Did Thomas Count as Realò - LSB #472 
 
1.  These things did Thomas count as real: 
     The warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 
     The grain of wood, the heft of stone, 
     The last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 
 
2.  The vision of his skeptic mind 
     Was keen enough to make him blind 
     To any unexpected act 
     Too large for his small world of fact. 
 
3.  His reasoned certainties denied 
     That one could live when one had died, 
     Until his fingers read like Braille 
     The markings of the spear and nail. 
 
4.  May we, O God, by grace believe 
     And thus the risen Christ receive, 
     Whose raw imprinted palms reached out 
     And beckoned Thomas from his doubt.   
 
É 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Sermon - Rev. Perry Copus 
 
 
(Stand) 

 
 
The Nicene CreedðSpoken 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life \ 
of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
(Sit) 

 
 
Offering  
 
 
(Stand) 

 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying: 



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on  
     those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh  
     to bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the  
     salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body  
     and His blood on the cross.   
     Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O  
     Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.   
     Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do  
     in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the  
     earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in  
     His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver  
     and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and  
     worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
The Lordôs Prayer  
P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
      come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
      daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who   
      trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
      from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
      forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  
     and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples       
     and said: ñTake, eat; this is My \Êbody, which is given for you.  This do in  
     remembrance of Me.ò  In the same way also He took the cup after supper,  
     and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: ñDrink of it, all of  
     you; this cup is the new testament in My \Êblood, which is shed for you for  
     the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
     Me.ò   



 
Distribution (Sit) 


