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“...so that the world may believe  

that you have sent me.” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes on the service: Jesus Is with Us in His Holy Christian Church 
On the night when He was betrayed, Jesus interceded for His Church — for His 
apostles and all who believe in Him through their word — that all of His disciples 
“may become perfectly one” in the Father and the Son (John 17:21–23). For Jesus 
became flesh and dwells among us in order to reveal the Father and His name, to 
share with us the glory of His righteousness, and to bring us to the Father in 
Himself. As the Father loved the Son from “before the foundation of the world” (John 
17:24), so He loves the whole world (John 17:23, 26). Through the apostolic 
witness to the Baptism, cross and resurrection of Jesus (Acts 1:21–22), the Lord 
gathers His disciples throughout the world “with one accord” as one body in Christ 
(Acts 1:14). And so with one voice and by one Spirit, His Bride prays, “Come” (Rev. 
22:17). And He comes to us. He gives us “the water of life without price” to wash our 
robes and quench our thirst (Rev. 22:17); He feeds us from “the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit” (Rev. 22:2). 

 
 
Prelude 
  
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the             
precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to follow. A small                   

brochure is available in the pew which describes the importance of the Biblical and 
historic practice known as “Closed Communion.”  If you are not under the spiritual 

care of Holy Cross, please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity 
with Christ and with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to    

instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you or 
your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a blessing tied to 
baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest 
as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or 

simply hold out your hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



 
Opening Hymn - “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” - LSB #464 
  
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
1.  The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
     Now is the victor’s triumph won; 
     Now be the song of praise begun. 
     Alleluia! 
 
2.  The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 
     But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
     Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
     Alleluia! 
  
3.  The three sad days have quickly sped, 
     He rises glorious from the dead. 
     All glory to our risen Head! 
     Alleluia! 
 
4.  He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
     The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 
     Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 
     Alleluia! 
  
5.  Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
     From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 
     That we may live and sing to Thee. 
     Alleluia! 
 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
(Stand) 
 
 



  
Confession & Absolution 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.    
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive    
      our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.            
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
      unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  
      what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not  
      loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
      ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.     
      For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive  
      us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and  
      walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.     
P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  
     sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ,     
     and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the       

     Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   
 

Psalm 61 
 
 
 

Hear my | cry, O God;* 

 listen | to my prayer. 

For You have been my | refuge,* 

 a strong tower against the | enemy. 

For you, O God, have | heard my vows;* 

 you have given me the heritage of those who | fear your name. 

 



 
 

Prolong the life | of the king;* 

 may his years endure to all gener- | ations! 

May he be enthroned forever be- | fore God;* 

 appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch | over him!  

So will I ever sing praises | to your name,* 

 as I perform my vows day | after day.   

All:  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 

        as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

   is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear my | cry, O God;* 

 listen | to my prayer. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us 
not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from 
the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Sit) 
 
The First Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 1:12–26  
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.  And when they had entered, they went up to 
the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot and Judas the son of James.  All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons 
was in all about 120) and said,  “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a  



 

guide to those who arrested Jesus.  For he was numbered among us and was allotted 
his share in this ministry.”  (Now this man bought a field with the reward of his 
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out.  And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field 
was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  “For it is written 
in the Book of Psalms,  'May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to 
dwell in it'; and “ 'Let another take his office.' So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,  
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one 
of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”  And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.  And 
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of 
these two you have chosen  to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”  And they cast lots for them, and the 
lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Revelation 22:1–20 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb  through the middle of the street of the city; 
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding 
its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  No 
longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him.  They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads.  And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or 
sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. And he 
said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take 
place. “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And 
when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who  



 

showed them to me,  but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God.” And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of 
this book, for the time is near.  Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, 
and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”  “Behold, I am coming soon, 
bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done.  I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are 
those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that 
they may enter the city by the gates.  Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The 
Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. I 
warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book,  and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. He who testifies to 
these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
 
(Stand) 



P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.  
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 17:20–26  
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  The glory that 
you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,  I in 
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  Father, I desire that they also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.  O righteous 
Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that 
you have sent me.  I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it 
known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
(Sit) 

 
Hymn of the Day–  “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer” - LSB #539 
 
1.  Christ is the world’s Redeemer, 

The lover of the pure, 
The font of heav’nly wisdom, 
Our trust and hope secure, 
The armor of His soldiers, 
 The Lord of earth and sky, 
 Our health while we are living, 
 Our life when we shall die. 



 

 
2.  Christ has our host surrounded 

With clouds of martyrs bright, 
Who wave their palms in triumph 
And fire us for the fight. 
Then Christ the cross ascended 
 To save a world undone 
 And, suff’ring for the sinful, 
Our full redemption won. 

 
3.  Down through the realm of darkness 

He strode in victory, 
And at the hour appointed 
He rose triumphantly. 
And now, to heav’n ascended, 
He sits upon the throne 
Whence He had ne’er departed, 
His Father’s and His own. 

 

(Please stand) 

4.  Glory to God the Father, 
The unbegotten One, 
All honor be to Jesus, 
His sole-begotten Son, 
And to the Holy Spirit— 
The perfect Trinity. 
 Let all the worlds give answer: 
 Amen! So let it be. 

 
 
Sermon 



 
(Stand) 
 
The Nicene Creed—Spoken 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life  of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
(Sit) 
 
Offering 
 
(Stand) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give  
     thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,  
     our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in  
     their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine  
     life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we  
     laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on those whom  
     You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be  
     our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the  
     all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
     Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to  
     forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to  
     eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather  
     us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful  
     the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously              
     receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory,  
     honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
      come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
      daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who   
      trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
      from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
      forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
     He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;  

     this is My sbody, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   
      
     In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  
     He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

     My sblood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as  
     you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Distribution (Sit) 

 
 
“Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand” – LSB #564 
 
1.   Christ sits at God’s right hand, 
     His saving work complete, 
     To reign till ev’ry foe will lie 
     Beneath His feet— 
     All that the Father planned, 
     The Son sought to fulfill, 
     When first He said, “Lord, here am I 
     To do Your will.” 
 
2.  Christ was that priest God swore, 
     Uniquely First and Last, 
     Who would in righteousness and love 
     Be unsurpassed: 
     “A priest forevermore,” 
     An oath God would not break, 
     “A priest within the order of 
     Melchizedek.” 
 
3.  Christ’s altar was the tree, 
     Where on the world’s behalf 
     He shed a blood, unlike the blood 
     Of goat or calf, 
     To seal God’s guarantee 
     Of grace that cannot fail; 
     With blood He entered for our good 
     Behind the veil. 
 
 
 
 



 
4.  What costly sacrifice 
     To cover human sin! 
     Who but Christ Jesus had the right 
     To enter in? 
     His blood, that sprinkled price, 
     So we might be assured 
     That our inheritance in light 
     Has been secured. 
 
5.  Then let us now draw near, 
     Washed in that precious flood 
     And enter the Most Holy Place 
     By Jesus’ blood. 
     From hearts that are sincere, 
     Let tongues, our hope profess, 
     And trust anew God’s faithful grace 
     That we confess. 
 
(Please Stand) 

6.  All praise to Christ we bring, 
     Our Lord who intercedes, 
     Our great High Priest enthroned above 
     Who knows our needs; 
     And to the Father sing 
     Our songs of thankful praise, 
     Who with the Spirit reigns in love 
     For endless days. 
 
© 2002 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House  



“Father, We Thank Thee” – LSB #652 
 
1.  Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 
     Thy holy name within our hearts. 
     Knowledge and faith and life immortal 
     Jesus, Thy Son, to us imparts. 
     Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, 
     Didst give us food for all our days, 
     Giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 
     Thine is the pow’r, be Thine the praise. 
 
2.  Water o’er Thy Church, O Lord, in mercy, 
     Save it from evil, guard it still, 
     Perfect it in Thy love, unite it, 
     Cleansed and conformed unto Thy will. 
     As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 
     Was in this broken bread made one, 
     So from all lands Thy Church be gathered 
     Into Thy kingdom by Thy Son.   
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“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” - LSB #395 
 

1.  O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
     You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
     Aglow with grace and mercy! 
     Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 
     Our Lord and master, You have won 
     Our hearts to serve You only! 
     Lowly, holy!  
     Great and glorious, 
     All victorious, 
     Rich in blessing! 
     Rule and might o’er all possessing! 



 

2.  Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, 
     And deep within our hearts now shine; 
     There light a flame undying! 
     In Your one body let us be 
     As living branches of a tree, 
     Your life our lives supplying. 
     Now, though daily 
     Earth’s deep sadness 
     May perplex us 
     And distress us, 
     Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 
 

3.  Lord, when You look on us in love, 
     At once there falls from God above 
     A ray of purest pleasure. 
     Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
     Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 
     You are our dearest treasure! 
     Let Your mercy 
     Warm and cheer us! 
     O draw near us! 
     For You teach us 
     God’s own love through You has reached us. 
 
4.  Almighty Father, in Your Son 
     You loved us when not yet begun 
     Was this old earth’s foundation! 
     Your Son has ransomed us in love 
     To live in Him here and above: 
     This is Your great salvation. 
     Alleluia!  
     Christ the living, 
     To us giving  
     Life forever, 
     Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 



 

5.  O let the harps break forth in sound! 
     Our joy be all with music crowned, 
     Our voices gladly blending! 
     For Christ goes with us all the way— 
     Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
     His love is never ending! 
     Sing out! Ring out! 
     Jubilation! 
     Exultation! 
     Tell the story!  
     Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

6.  What joy to know, when life is past, 
     The Lord we love is first and last, 
     The end and the beginning! 
     He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
     Transport us to that happy place 
     Beyond all tears and sinning! 
     Amen!  Amen! 
     Come, Lord Jesus! 
     Crown of gladness! 
     We are yearning 
     For the day of Your returning!   
 
(Stand) 



Post-Communion Collect 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn - “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” - LSB #480 
 

1.  He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
     He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 
     Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
     And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 



 
2.  The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
     The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
     In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
     For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
  
3.  But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 
     And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 
     The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 
     He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 
  
4.  O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
     Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
     For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
     Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 
  
(Doxology) 

5.  Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
     Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
     Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 
     With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 
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Postlude 
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