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“Be merciful, even as your  
Father is merciful.” 

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which 

describes the importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed Communion.”  If you  
are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please speak with the pastor before communing so that 
our unity with Christ and with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet 
communicants, you may come forward for a blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify 
this by crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either 
in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 27:3–4a, 5; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?* 
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
When evildoers assail me to eat | up my flesh,* 
 my adversaries and foes, it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 
Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;* 
 though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident. 
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life. 
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 
 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a 
rock. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?* 
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
When evildoers assail me to eat | up my flesh,* 
 my adversaries and foes, it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, grant that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by 
Your governance that Your Church may joyfully serve You in all godly 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 
that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His 
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As 
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide 
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
Gradual Psalm 79:9–10a 

 

Atone for our sins, for your | name’s sake!* 
 Why should the nations say, “Where | is their God?” 
Help us, O God of our sal- | vation,* 
 for the glory of your name de- | liver us. 

 
Epistle Romans 12:14–21 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no 
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia & Verse of the Day Psalm 9:4b, 9 

 
 

P  You have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. The LORD is a 
stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.  

 



 
Holy Gospel Luke 6:36–42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 
  

 
  
 36[Jesus said:] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
 39He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 40A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 
fully trained will be like his teacher. 41Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42How can you say 
to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
 
 
  



544 O Love, How Deep 

 

 

 

 
 
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 
He bore the shameful cross and death; 
For us He gave His dying breath. 

 
6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 
For us He sent His Spirit here 
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 
D 7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 
The Trinity whom we adore 
Forever and forevermore. 



Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 
Tune: English, 15th cent. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering - Please place your offering and attendance card in the plate as it is passed. 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 



+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death 
upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and 
given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Distribution 

 
Sit 

 
696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 



 
6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

 

 

 
 
5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 
By the sick who are distressed, 
By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 
 



6 Agony and bitter labor 
Were the cost of God’s high favor; 
Do not come if you suppose 
You need not Him who died and rose. 

 
7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 

And receive My grace and favor: 
Those who feel no pain or ill 
Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 
8 “For what purpose was My dying 

If not for your justifying? 
And what use this precious food 
If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 
9 If your heart this truth professes 

And your mouth your sin confesses, 
You will be your Savior’s guest, 
Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 
10 Let this food your faith so nourish 

That its fruit of love may flourish 
And your neighbor learn from you 
How much God’s wondrous love can do. 

Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service 
Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain 

 
  



757 Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care 

 

 

 
 
5 Then shall I end my sad complaints 

    And weary, sinful days 
And join with the triumphant saints 
    Who sing my Savior’s praise. 

 
6 My knowledge of that life is small, 

    The eye of faith is dim; 
But ’tis enough that Christ knows all, 
    And I shall be with Him. 

Text: Richard Baxter, 1615–91, alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 



 
  

 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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