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“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 

+ Confession and Absolution+  

 
615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

 

 

 
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which 

describes the importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed Communion.”  If you  
are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please speak with the pastor before communing so that 
our unity with Christ and with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet 
communicants, you may come forward for a blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify 
this by crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either 
in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 
Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 
Be with us in our anguish still; 
Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 
6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 
Then walk obedient to Your Word, 
And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 



have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a, 35b 

 

God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one* 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 
God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;* 
 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 
But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God;* 
 they shall be jubilant | with joy! 
O God, when you went out before your | people,* 
 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the | needy. 
Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;* 



 God is our sal- | vation. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one* 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to 
pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down 
upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those things of 
which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 



 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1–15 

 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, 
saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she 
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker 
of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering 
of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his 
offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very 
angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and 
why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but 
you must rule over it.” 
 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to 
Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice 
of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you 
are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your 
brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no 
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on 
the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from 
your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, 
and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! 
If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the 
LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Gradual Psalm 28:7b, 1a, 2a 

 

In [God] my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 
 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him. 
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 
 hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for 
help. 

 
Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 

 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 



Alleluia and Verse Psalm 90:1 

 

P Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  

 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–14 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went 
up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the 
tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Please note the Service liturgy from this point through the Prayer of the Church follows the pattern of 
Divine Service III, unlike the arrangement for Divine Service I in LSB* 

 
 
  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 



     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Schäffer-Belustigung . . . Hirthen-Lieder, 1653, Altdorf 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

  



+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, 
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake 
He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 



Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
  



Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
 
  



635 O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Spanish or Latin American, 20th cent.; tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: H. León 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 



609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 



Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 



 
 
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

 
6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 



    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 

 
9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 
D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
  



Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 



 
Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94 
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
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