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Prelude 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 
693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace 

 

 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which 

describes the importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed Communion.”  If you  
are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please speak with the pastor before communing so that 
our unity with Christ and with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet 
communicants, you may come forward for a blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify 
this by crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either 
in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851–1929, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But 
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 



you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit Psalm 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: vv. 9–10 

 

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 
 in the midst of your | temple. 
As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the 
earth.* 
 Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 
Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised* 
 in the city of our God, his holy | mountain. 
Within her | citadels* 
 God has made himself known as a | fortress. 
Let Mount Zion | be glad!* 
 Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your | judgments! 
This is God, our God forever and | ever.* 
 He will guide us for- | ever. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,* 
 in the midst of your | temple. 
As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends | of the 
earth.* 
 Your right hand is filled with | righteousness. 



 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are 
right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, 
may be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Jeremiah 23:16–29 

 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 
visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say 
continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well 
with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they 
say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 



18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can 
a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the 
LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard 
what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have 
dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the 
prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own 
heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that 
they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let 
the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares 
the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a 
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 
Gradual Psalm 31:2b, 1a 

 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me,* 
 a strong fortress to | save me! 
In you, O LORD, do I take | refuge;* 
 let me never be | put to shame. 

 
Second Reading Acts 20:18–38 

 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 
 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the 
first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with 
tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 
20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, 
and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to 
Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by 
the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the 
Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions 
await me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, 
behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 
proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you 
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink 
from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to 
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise 
men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night 



or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to 
God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give 
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s 
silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things 
I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 36And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with 
them all. 37And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced 
Paul and kissed him, 38being sorrowful most of all because of the word he 
had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied 
him to the ship. 
 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia & Verse of the Day Psalm 78:1 

 

P Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words    
of my mouth!  

 
 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 7:15–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  



 15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by 
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works 
in your name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
724 If God Himself Be for Me 

 



 

 

 
 
5 For no one can condemn me 

    Or set my hope aside; 
Now hell no more can claim me: 
    Its fury I deride. 
No sentence now reproves me, 
    No guilt destroys my peace; 
For Christ, my Savior, loves me 
    And shields me with His grace. 

 
6 Who clings with resolution 

    To Him whom Satan hates 
Must look for persecution; 
    For him the burden waits 
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses 
    Heaped on his blameless head; 
A thousand plagues and crosses 
    Will be his daily bread. 



 
7 From me this is not hidden, 

    Yet I am not afraid; 
I leave my cares, as bidden, 
    To whom my vows were paid. 
Though life from me be taken 
    And ev’rything I own, 
I trust in You unshaken 
    And cleave to You alone. 

 
8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 

    No pain or poverty, 
No earthly tyrant’s anger 
    Shall ever vanquish me. 
Though earth should break asunder, 
    My fortress You shall be; 
No fire or sword or thunder 
    Shall sever You from me. 

 
9 No angel and no gladness, 

    No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
    No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheming, no contrivance, 
    No subtle thing or great 
Shall draw me from Your guidance 
    Nor from You separate. 

 
10 My heart with joy is springing; 

    I am no longer sad. 
My soul is filled with singing; 
    Your sunshine makes me glad. 
The sun that cheers my spirit 



    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 
The heav’n I shall inherit 
    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1, 3–5, 10): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (sts. 2, 6–9): tr. Richard 
Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Vierundzwanzig geistliche Lieder, 1609, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering - Please place your offering and attendance card in the plate as it is passed. 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Blessing of Communion Vessels 

  
Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 



 

 
  
 

Distribution 

 
Sit 

 
745 In God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 
Text: Veer schöne nye Geistlike Leder, before 1603, Lübeck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Kurtzweilige teutsche Lieder, 1576, Nürnberg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 



Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
  



768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Worship Supplement, 1969, alt.; (st. 1): German, c. 13th cent.; (sts. 2–4): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 
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