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“This is my beloved Son, with whom                               

I am well pleased.” 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude - 372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is  (Holy Cross Bell Choir) 

1.  O Jesus Christ, 
     Thy manger is 
     My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 
     For there, O Lord, 
     Doth lie the Word 
     Made flesh for us; herein Thy grace forth shineth. 

 
Please stand and face the procession 

 

+ Confession and Absolution+  

 
394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which 

describes the importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed Communion.”  If you  
are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please speak with the pastor before communing so that 
our unity with Christ and with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet 
communicants, you may come forward for a blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify 
this by crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either 
in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Introit      Psalm 89:1, 26–28; antiphon: Liturgical Text; Psalm 89:20 (Spoken responsively) 

 
Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come, 
 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand. 
I have found David, my servant; 
 with my holy oil I have anointed him. 
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all  
 generations. 
He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, 
 my God, and the Rock of my salvation.” 



And I will make him the firstborn, 
 the highest of the kings of the earth. 
My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, 
 and my covenant will stand firm for him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come, 
 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand. 
I have found David, my servant; 
 with my holy oil I have anointed him. 

  

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling 
as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 



the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17 

 1Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. 
And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged 
there before they passed over. 2At the end of three days the officers went 
through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical 
priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. . . . 
 7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of 
all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. 8And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the 
covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you 
shall stand still in the Jordan.’” . . . 
 13“And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the 
LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming 
down from above shall stand in one heap.” 
 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 
with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and as 
soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of 
the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the 
Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16the waters 
coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the 
Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people 
passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation 
finished passing over the Jordan. 



  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual     Psalm 72:18–19 (Spoken responsively) 

 
Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessèd be his glorious name forever; 

 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen  

 and Amen! 
  

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom 
God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 



Alleluia   

 

 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from 
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

*Please note the Service liturgy from this point through the Prayer of the Church follows the pattern of 
Divine Service III, unlike the arrangement for Divine Service I in LSB* 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 



     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 



 
406 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord  (Men – stanza 3 & Women – stanza 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 
    “Go out to ev’ry nation, 
And bring to them the living Word 
    And this My invitation: 
Let ev’ryone abandon sin 
    And come in true contrition 
To be baptized and thereby win 
    Full pardon and remission 
And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

 
6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 
They shall in sin and shame abide 
    And to despair be driven. 
For born in sin, their works must fail, 
    Their striving saves them never; 
Their pious acts do not avail, 
    And they are lost forever, 
Eternal death their portion. 

 
7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

    Is water as we pour it. 
Before the eye of faith unfolds 
    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 
For here it sees the crimson flood 
    To all our ills bring healing; 
The wonders of His precious blood 
    The love of God revealing, 
Assuring His own pardon. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, 1911–88, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 



Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice 
from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit 
descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 



 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 



    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 
600 Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944 
Tune: attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 



401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born 

 

 

 
 
5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 
Be with us on the battlefield, 
From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 
D 6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 
To God, whom all His hosts adore, 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1753, Grenoble 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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