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“I have seen the Lord” 

 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All gather at fireplace (weather-permitting) or in the Narthex 

 

+ Service of Light+  

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus 

passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and 
prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing His 
Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over 
death. 

 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the 
hearts of Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we 
implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter 
festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be found 
rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor traces the cross on the candle while saying: 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes to the precious gift of Holy 
Communion, which we take great care to follow. If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, 
please speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and with one another may 
be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our 

communion.  So, if you or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 
blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by crossing your arms over your chest as 
the pastor comes by.  The Blood of Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your 

hand to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
P Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning 

and the ending, 
 

and then traces the Greek letters Alpha and Omega on the candle while saying: 

 
P  the Alpha and the Omega. 
 

He traces the year on the candle, saying: 

 
P His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and 

forever. 
 

The nail marks are traced over the candle, saying: 

 
P By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen. 
 

Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, he says: 

 
P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter 

all the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant 
blessing that all who in true faith share this night in joyful celebration 
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be 
filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in darkness, 
but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

All light their candles from the paschal candle and then follow the candle bearer in procession into the 
darkened church.  Please remain standing.   

 
At the entrance of the nave, the bearer of the paschal candle stops and chants: 



 

 

 
 

When the candle bearer reaches the middle of the nave, he chants for the second time: 

 

 

 
 

When the candle bearer arrives at the candle stand, he turns to face the congregation. 

 
After all have reached their places, the candle bearer lifts the candle high and chants the third time: 

 

 

 
 

After the candle bearer places the paschal candle in its stand, the Exsultet is sung. (Soloist) 

 
A Rejoice now, all you heav’nly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all 

creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph 
of our King. Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light 
now poured upon you and made brilliant by the brightness of the 
everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever 



banished. Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of 
this light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the 
praises of all God’s faithful people. 

 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Easter Proclamation 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places, with all our heart and mind and voice, praise You, O Lord, 
Holy Father, almighty everlasting God, and Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who offered Himself 
for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of His 
precious blood. This is the night when You brought our fathers, the 
children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry ground. This is the night when all who believe in 



Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and 
immortality. This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the 
dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new 
creation breaks forth out of night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all 
telling is Your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave You 
gave Your Son. How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to 
flight and sin is washed away. How holy is this night when innocence 
is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast. How 
blessed is the night when man is reconciled to God in Christ. Holy 
Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and 
praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our 
hearts, He who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

All may extinguish their candles at this time. The paschal candle remains lighted throughout the service. 
A few lights in the nave may be turned on. 

 
Sit 

 

+ Service of Readings+  

 
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power 

of death and by His resurrection brought life and salvation to all 
creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps His Word. The 
sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 

 
The Creation 

P A reading from Genesis, chapters one and two. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully 
created all things, and through the Word made flesh You brought 
new life to fallen humanity. Grant that in Your mercy we may be 
conformed to the image of Him who shares fully in our humanity, 
even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
 

The Flood 

P A reading from Genesis, chapters seven, eight, and nine. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a 
wicked and perverse generation, and yet You saved faithful Noah and 
his family in the ark. Keep us in safety in the ark of Christ’s body, the 
Church, that Your mercy may come to its fullness and Your salvation 
be preached to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea 

P A reading from Exodus, chapters 14 and 15. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from bondage under 
Pharaoh and led them by a pillar of cloud and fire through the sea to 
safety. Grant that we may so follow Christ that through the waters of 



Baptism we may daily die and rise with Him and walk in safety 
through the wilderness of this life until we see Your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The Fiery Furnace Daniel 3:1-30 

P A reading from Daniel, chapter three. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Look in mercy, O Lord, upon Your faithful people, and by Word and 
Spirit bring to completion that good work which You have begun in 
us. Gather in Your people that all the world may see and know that 
what has been cast down is raised up and what has grown old is made 
new, until the work You have begun in us is brought to its joyful 
fulfillment in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Come, humanity, sing along, 

Sing, you people of God, a song; 
Priests and servants, your Lord now bless, 
Join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refrain 

 
D 6 Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart; 

All you humble, His praise impart; 
God the Father and Son adore, 
Bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jamaican; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925–80 



Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 

 
At the end of the hymn, the candle bearer carries the paschal candle to the font, followed by the pastor. 

 

+ Service of Holy Baptism+  

 
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of 
Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
  
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born 
sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as 
His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, 
and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace 
has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole 
world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 
condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to 
Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight 
souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the 
Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the 
Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a 
lavish washing away of sin. 
  



We pray that You would behold us all according to Your boundless 
mercy and bless us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this 
saving flood all sin in us, which has been inherited from Adam and 
which we ourselves have committed since, would be drowned and 
die. Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the 
Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers 
and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful 
hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, we would be 
declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Do you renounce the devil? 
C Yes, I renounce him. 
P Do you renounce all his works? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth? 
C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 
  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 



C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
P Peace T be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

The paschal candle is placed back in its stand. 

 

+ Service of Prayer+  

 
Litany of the Resurrection 

P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C hear us. 
P Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of 

the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our 

justification, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be 

crucified and on the third day rise again,” 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life 

and immortality to light, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 



C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and 

made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of 
the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and 

Your Spirit, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas 

that he too might believe, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a 

miraculous catch of fish, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to 

James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by 

baptizing and teaching them, 
C have mercy on us. 
P By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
P By Your victory over sin and death, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
P By the majesty of Your risen body, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 
P That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in 

the freedom of Your forgiveness, 
C grant us, good Lord. 



P That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, 
serving others as we have been served by You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 
P That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens 

of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Word+  

 
Easter Acclamation 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

This Is the Feast (Setting One) LSB 155 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 
Lord’s resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You 
have given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You 
purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Please face the procession 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

  
  

 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter 
went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 
4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen 
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the 
face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths 
but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did 
not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples went back to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and 
said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to 
her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go 



to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said 
these things to her. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
The procession returns 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 



          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

 

 



 

 
 
5 The world against me rages, 

    Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages, 
    Its work is all in vain. 
My heart from care is free, 
No trouble troubles me. 
    Misfortune now is play, 
    And night is bright as day. 

 
6 Now I will cling forever 

    To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, 
    Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; 
He breaks through sin and pain; 
    He shatters hell’s grim thrall; 
    I follow Him through all. 

 
7 He brings me to the portal 

    That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal 
    Is found in script of gold: 



“Who there My cross has shared 
Finds here a crown prepared; 
    Who there with Me has died 
    Shall here be glorified.” 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering   (Offering brought forward during hymn)   
 
Offering Hymn - 487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

 

 

 



Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament+  

 
Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 



Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By 
His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter 
and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 



feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 

 
 

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 



 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 



 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Please face the procession, returning after it passes 

 
473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free 

 



 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Walter L. Pelz, 1926 
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003383 
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