Christmas 1 (and Holy Innocents) Luke 2:22-40
In the Name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit;

Itis the first Lord’s Day in the season of His Nativity, but today it’s also appropriate to give a
nod to those known as the Holy Innocents — the infants of Bethlehem who Herod killed
upon the word that the Christ, the King of the Jews being born in Bethlehem. Our Lord
came as a Child in our likeness and theirs, nearly indistinguishable, which was how they
were all killed. Butin the same, He still affirmed us — human beings - as God’s special
creation, thereby exalting our humanity above the status of the angels in cosmic rank,
because God is now our Brother. To be sure, the Lord’s angels themselves rejoice in that.
They are not envious, but they rejoice for our redemption, as well as our exaltation in Christ.
But you know that also stirs up Satan and his own. I’ve mentioned in Bible class and
elsewhere that St. Bernard theorized that Satan’s initial rebellion happened when he, being
an angel of high rank, saw God’s plan to exalt humanity, and so became envious. We don’t
know that, but it seems to fit with the Scriptural pattern. Either way, Satan is the great
enemy of mankind, a “man-killer” is the literal word often translated “murderer,” as our
Lord tells us of the devil fundamentally. And with whatever leeway Satan has, this is what
he would do — make a mockery of and kill and destroy especially those in Jesus’ likeness.

To maintain the illusion of what little power and control he had, Herod did just like Satan as
well as envious Cain, in the second generation of mankind. Indeed, in seeking power and
control, such abuse and killing is what natural fallen men will do at expense of their fellow
men, and vulnerable children especially, if left unabated - Make no mistake. Usually civil
laws and custom have protected against such. The rule of law in general stems from the
Lord in the OT. Laws against abortion, infanticide, as well as slavery were unheard of
before OT Christianity. Because God had endowed us with special dignity even after the
fall, and especially because He was to become Man, He gave us laws and regulations, for
one reason, for our protection. And He gave greater clarity to the law with our Lord’s
coming, but more than that, too. He loves human life — people, and would raise us up
bodily despite how we’ve violated His law, because of Jesus’ atonement for our sins. He
loves children, and wants them to come to Him. Indeed, He loves you. He’s given His Son
in your likeness to show you that, and so would conform you to His image.

| don’t follow the news too closely, especially of other states, but | understand a bill was
recently passed in a certain state in our country that via legal euphemism effectively has
allowed infanticide for up to four weeks after birth. A bill blocking investigations of
infanticide is on-deck in the state of Washington. Nationally, there has been a bill has been
presented to Congress to prevent infanticide, which all Christians should support - it’s
called the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act. | advise you to call your



congressmen. We’re not just talking abortion, which society has tragically grown numb to,
but infanticide. Indeed, this is what you can expect to happen in a society where Christ is
largely not confessed as true Lord, where His incarnation is not proclaimed. And similar
trends have happened increasingly in other nations. Little by little the voluntary ending of
human life has been legalized; and many only become more numb to the travesty. And
children, as well as the elderly — the weakest and most helpless - become more and more
the victims at the expense of others’ power and pleasure.... But God thru His Son, who
came to suffer so He could call all to salvation thru repentance and faith in Him shows He
doesn’t think of people as expendable. He loves them; and invites them to see this.

Now, | understand what many are thinking when perceive children to be a
hindrance. |understand why people who are terminally ill, elderly, and in much pain and
frustration think taking measures hasten life’s end is the answer. | know frustrations of
caretakers. All around us we have all kinds of wealth and pleasure offering entertainment
and stimulation for our senses. When you can’t have that so much anymore, or it seems a
child or a sick or elderly family member prevents you from pleasures others have, and all
this life can offer, you’re prone to envy. It seems detachment or death of the other may be a
quick easy answer. After all, “What kind of chance can that child have who is born in
poverty or to delinquent parents! What is left for that elderly person!” Just that very
thought already seethes with bitterness, envy, and anger, and sours the whole relationship.

But look at our Gospel today. We have a Baby, who was thought to be born out of
wedlock. By the fact Mary and Joseph brought two turtledoves as an offering, instead of a
lamb, shows this was apparently a poor family. -The Lord made that stipulation for those
who didn’t have adequate wealth. Mary and Joseph would be married, and yet Mary was a
virgin; and Joseph is somewhat of a mystery as to his earlier history. When it later says our
Lord had “brothers,” did that mean they were from a previous marriage Joseph had? It
could be. Either way, they were counted as brothers every bit. But then we also see these
two presumably elderly saints, Simeon and Anna. Anna certainly outlived the average
lifespan. She was widowed a long time ago. And we don’t know much about Simeon’s age,
but you can tell he seems to have had death in view for quite a while. But take note:
Simeon didn’t call it “death.” He calls it “departure.” He doesn’t have a disparaging attitude
toward it. And he’s not hastening it by inflicting harm on himself, or putting anyone else in
danger. He’s waiting for the Lord’s time... “according to Your word,” He says.

And isn’t it interesting how that same phrase is what Mary said when she said still
before wedlock, at the angel’s announcement! “Let it be to me according to your word.”
“According to Your word” is indeed a good motto for Christians for our day to day since we
have the future Christ has secured for us in view. That phrase acknowledges there can and



will be changes, struggles, annoyances, temptations; but we keep saying, “according to
your word, Lord.” Indeed, if we have sinned and see the consequences, we get back up and
say, “According to your word, Lord,” knowing how He’s given His Son to be the sacrifice for
all sin, and He hasn’t withdrawn His Word and Supper from us. We still have much to look
forward to, a brighter future, as ashamed and temporarily difficult as things are.

Indeed, the Lord doesn’t disparage young mothers, fathers, poor parents, widows,
widowers, or the elderly. He blesses those who come to Him, and invites all to Himself.
And He gladly receives their praise, extols, and rewards them. They’re held up as
exemplary in their faith, especially as they have done so contrary to the flow of the passing
world, when it’s tempting to join in its flow. And for all those days and years about the
Temple that Simeon and Anna had, where many and even they themselves might have
wondered at times if the Lord stopped hearing, or if it was a waste, that day alone when
they came for Jesus’ presentation made it very much worth it... the culmination of God’s
promises. They gotto see God. ...And their long lives in prayer, study, and meditation on
His word -thru temptation -were divinely affirmed and held up as exemplary for Mary,
Joseph, and for you and me. They were indeed walking in the way of righteousness and life.
Thru that, and especially here today, the Lord was refreshing them with heavenly power.

Wanting something to hold on to, to sustain and help you endure or obtain “the good
life” is what everyone wants. Those who have ended the lives of infants, or who are seeking
to end lives of elderly are no doubt trying to secure “the good life,” defined in terms of
worldly luxuries and experiences or self-satisfaction. But as that is their chief goal, they
also quickly despair when it seems they can’t secure or do anything more toward that; or
when they feel they’ll be a burden to others. The presumption is that something of your
own wisdom and efforts obtains that “good life;” and that will give you some pride when
you finally die. Luther pointed out that this is the warped draw to riches that natural men in
our sin-corrupted, ungodly minds carry. Because we naturally also sense death on the
horizon and our own instability in our sin, we seek to have something tangible to hold on to,
that we think will last. But it’s foolish, and especially in our day. Look at how quickly styles
change, technology changes, or shopping malls and stadiums pop up and quickly get
demolished. But compare that to churches and cathedrals that took over a lifetime to
build, how they still stand. Indeed, compare this to the Scriptures, which endure forever.

The famous poet Edgar Allen Poe wrote a famous short story called “A Descent into
the Maelstrom” describing his times, similar to ours in many ways. It tells the story of a
shipwreck amid a North Atlantic storm where all the parts of a now-broken ship were
spiraling into a maelstrom, a whirlpool, and the crew was trying to latch onto something.
Poe was writing in a time when to the intelligentsia it seemed the Church had fractured and



broken up —the ground of all truth, where all things held together — as did mankind’s sense
of reason, rationality, and with it the ability to figure this world out, or to establish
something for ourselves in it.

Simeon and Anna saw massive changes in their day, too. They preceded Julius
Ceaesar, Pompei, Marc Anthony, and Herod the Great. Roman transportation was quickly
bringing people to new places. Such changes were comparatively huge for daily life. Some,
like the Sadducees, said, “let’s still be Jews but go more with the flow.” Some, like the
Essenes, tried to go to the desert to escape and resist to find some stability. Some, like
Zealots, tried militant resistance. Some, like the Pharisees held to the Law, but presumed
their own righteousness and efforts could secure God’s favor and get political victory.

Simeon and Anna had a different tack for dealing with the maelstrom. They were at
the temple, worshipping, fasting, praying night and day, not trusting in ideas of men. But
they weren’t just at the temple to do something like tying oneself to a ship-mast or wall for
stability, clinging with all their physical might. Remember, the temple itself could be
destroyed. A different analogy is better for how they lived amid many changes. It was more
like a long journey with a friend... though indeed more than a friend, but a Shepherd, who is
also your Savior. They were in dialogue, as such, as they walked with the Lord in His word.
And with Him they also rested. Others may have come and left; but they remained with
Him. And just like with a good friend or spouse, that relationship broadens and deepens,
and strengthens thru trials. Though some days seem anxious or long, “The path of the
righteous is light the light of dawn, which shines ever brighter until full day.”

There is so much to consider here in regard to Simeon, Anna, and their words in
connection with all the Scriptures; and this is all just a small slice of it. Butlet me say it
once again: understood with Christ’s redemption centering and pervading it all, you can’t
exhaust the richness of God’s word. You can’t. The Holy Spirit will make sure of that. His
word gives life. And thru time, there is only more and more to consider and reflect on as the
world turns around it. And as you go thru life with the Lord, other things apart begin to lose
their taste and seem so vapid and empty. It’s like how as you get older food gradually loses
its taste. But you see that the Lord Jesus, who died and is now risen, living and reigning,
doesn’t only give “stability, but refreshes and ever gives you something to look forward to.

Now, Simeon was not going to follow Mary and Joseph to their temporary home,
Egypt, and Nazareth for all we know. As much as he prayed to depart in peace, in a way he
didn’t depart from Him. Having seen what the prophets most desired and tangibly held
Him in mortal flesh, Simeon’s Biblically-shaped imagination had plenty to busy itself with.
If the Lord didn’t call him to rest immediately after this, he’d go back into the Temple and
hear the Scriptures again... just like everyday, but with fresh eyes. There were new-old dots



to connect, lines to darken, color to fillin. Allthose seemingly obscure passages from
...Leviticus, and all those temple details in Exodus? -They’re all about Jesus, and the
atonement He’d make. Those strange happenings of Israel’s history? -This is the One
behind it that they all revolved around. The wisdom of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes; the romance
of the Song of Solomon, the hope of Job, all of the Psalms? It’s all about the life of the
Lord’s saints in light of this One, as well as, and especially, Jesus’ own. He and His coming
was in and behind them all. And Simeon would go back, pray, and retrace this, and have
wisdom and light for the way ahead by the Holy Spirit. He was still with the Lord in His word
and faith. He was a Holy One, a Saint, and one whom angels could envy.

Indeed, Simeon passed on some wisdom to Mary here: There would be some
otherwise-upsetting things: Rising and falling of many in Israel. Gentiles coming. A sword
passing thru her own soul, seemingly killing her. Many hearts exposed. “But don’t be afraid
of it, Mary.” Look at the One who is with you. He’s ever kept His word. Go according to His
word. He’ll ever be your Savior, and bring new light increasingly throughout your days.
Amen.

A nod to Holy Innocents — we see people of various family vocations, showing each of these
as offices God affirms

Jesus causes a reaction. Herod, Magi, many indifferent, some want to see

It cannot be avoided



Old saints — Simeon and Anna had seen much.

We say, “let us not hear again the voice of the Lord, or see this...” But the Lord knows our
unworthiness but bids us to continue to go with Him yet again.

Christis a touchstone — a rock of offense against which something is determined; a stone
of stumbling for some

Christ reveals not just external worship, but the hearts; showing hidden lust, worldly-
mindedness, hard-heartedness, greed, false pride and arrogance. He gets personal

Yet he offers to be a Physician, taking out old perversities to create a dnew and upright
heart and will; He treats with continued preaching.

Hypocrites see Jesus’ silence as consent;
The longer hypocrites hear, the more apathetic their conscience becomes

For those who are being saved, the Lord’s exposing of hearts is taken as a chastening, and
they suffer rebuke gladly

A sword pierced Mary’s soul also at Cana

Saying God is dwelling with us in word and Sacrament upsets many who call themselves
Christians of other church bodies. Genuflecting draws a reaction

The soul finds support and grace in Crist crucified and resurrected. It doesn’t realize how it
has happened as such. It simply knows what it is told, and the word becomes clearer,
stronger in us and bored into our souls.

The Lord strengthens us to the end, supporting us with His grace.
Faith daily wrestles, it needs the Lord, and dares not depart from Him

A quiet, honorable, chaste, pure life and quiet existence amid much praying is evidence of
faith. This is the fruit of faith.



