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The Epiphany of Our Lord       Matthew 2:1-12 

In the Name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit; 

Brothers and Sisters, the Lord has caused the light of His Christ to shine upon you.  The 
good news of great joy that is for all people - that God has given His eternal Son in the flesh 
to pay for our own sin against Him - He has caused to come to you yet again, directing this 
to still be announced and taught to you today with all that it brings.   He’s done so for your 
forgiveness, your reconciliation, your peace with Him and your further enlightenment and 
sanctification as you’d continue in faith in Him.  Through the word of our Lord Jesus, He 
opens all treasures of wisdom and knowledge…. For you know what God, the Maker of all 
things intends… indeed for the renewing and restoring of people to Himself, instead of 
stumbling about in the shadow of death.     

With the Epiphany of our Lord - “epiphany” meaning “revealing” or “shining upon” – 
and what St. Paul told us this morning is that what He is revealing to us is, “a mystery” -  A 
mystery right under our noses.   Now, when we’re talking about mysteries, we’re talking 
about more than facts, or facts that can be “figured out,” mimicked and repeated in some 
way.  Mysteries are things you can point to and know of, but never know fully.  You can 
explain them, but can’t explain them away.  A true mystery goes deeper and deeper the 
more you get into it…. things we’re aware of, but that can’t be exhausted or mimicked.  For 
example, you can’t fathom the depth of outer space.  Likewise, we all have a notion of 
“beauty” and yet we can’t define what it means.  But the greatest of all mysteries, and most 
necessary is especially what the Lord points us to today – the knowledge of Himself, as He 
truly is, to see His great goodness and mercy; as well as therein the mystery of history, how 
He, the Creator of all, was bringing about the salvation thru the Jews, for all people – thru all 
those years prior, despite their sinful condition and ours.  He’s now come to lay down His 
life for our redemption.  You and I have been and are being more acquainted with the center 
and key of God’s grand purpose for all He does in creation - His great plan for mankind’s 
redemption.   It comes thru knowing God by His Son.   

Have you ever noticed that not things we plainly are acquainted with everyday, but 
mysteries in general are what really fascinate and bring anyone what we call “wonder” and 
“joy.”  People go to the ends of the earth to look into mysteries or things we marvel at – for 
example to see a sublime landscape; or we can simply marvel at something more local to 
us like the birth of a child.  Astronomers love to look at the stars, into the infinite depths of 
what’s beyond our atmosphere.  But Sts. Matthew, Paul, and Isaiah and all the Scriptures in 
fact are directing us not merely to look into things like these, certainly not in themselves.  
They’re pointing us especially and most of all to what I just mentioned: How God was 
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working salvation, right and clear knowledge of Him, for all people, yourself included, in 
Christ, and His plan for the word of Him to go further.   

Now, I just briefly mentioned children.  The thought of children in general tends to 
bring us joy and inspiration in general, and a big part of it is because they’re ever inquisitive, 
learning, and discovering.  There is great joy in that.  Our Lord Jesus admonishes us all to 
become as children, trusting and learning like this from Him, and warns that no one enters 
the kingdom of God without such faith - faith that marvels at what He does for us in Jesus, 
and trusting His goodness and forgiveness accordingly. 

A strong and tragic tendency that tends to happen with people as we grow older if 
we stop hearing God’s word and learning it is that we can also lose our ability to marvel.  It 
tends to go like this: I stop hearing God’s word, which tells us how things are, and has 
infinite depths about all kinds of things, showing them all in light of Christ.  Instead I look at 
things I do know, that I’m more familiar with, and I get prideful in that, and think I know all a 
person needs to know.   And with pride, we both look at things wrongly, and we’re resistant 
to learning new things that might threaten what my pride and security.  If I see marvelous 
things, or if I am shown how something plainly before me is marvelous, still I can’t marvel 
because of my pride.  And that is how a person grows frustrated and cynical.  A child stops 
being childlike when he stops when he starts thinking he knows everything and doesn’t 
need to learn.  And that happens especially when he stops trusting in God.   An older man 
becomes a grumpier when He sees nothing good before Him; when He doesn’t think God 
will be good or has deliverance for him, from outside of him.  God can be doing all sorts of 
good for him all around him, but it’s not the kind he wants, what he thinks he needs.  He 
just gets grumpy, and has no childlike humility, thankfulness, and ability to marvel.    

That was part of what we see here with the chief priests in Jerusalem, unlike the 
magi who came from far away, seeking the King of the Jews.  The chief priests knew that the 
Christ, i.e., the Messiah, who was to be from David’s lin.  They knew the Christ was the Lord 
God Himself, as David himself mentions.  They knew He was to be born in Bethlehem.  All 
creation was made by Him and for His glory, as the Psalms they sang every day declared.  
Yet, even when Simeon, Anna, Zechariah, Elizabeth and others had recently told of His 
coming in the flesh - and now these noble gentiles - they stayed where they were.  Why?  It 
appears they thought they knew it all, had all they needed, or were plenty sufficient without 
having to go further, where the Lord wanted to be known, and known deeper, more fully 
than just in their heads.  Indeed, as it tends to go with human nature, they probably were 
resenting these gentile magi, who showed greater wisdom than they who were priests; and 
I’d guess they were probably hoping the magi would never find Him.  But it was likely their 
own smug arrogance and jealousy that prevented them from going.    
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Like this the Lord warns every one of us.  A danger every Christian faces, and I’d 
venture to say many confessional Lutherans especially.  Perhaps there is a time to say you 
have the true doctrine.  But sitting around and telling ourselves that is doing us no good, 
and boasting of that, but saying no more over our neighbors isn’t doing them or us any 
good.  If we do have God’s true doctrine, we should be seeking how to better lead them to 
repentance and faith in Christ, exhorting and teaching them, and growing in knowledge and 
wisdom ourselves.  If we have the true doctrine, we should be looking further into it and 
learning about everything else in the world in light of it.  But instead, we too often sit smug 
in worldly pleasures, that don’t truly profit anyone.   Too often after the Confirmation, or 
even Lutheran schooling, we tell ourselves we know it all; or if not that, we think attending 
church each week is sufficient.  And we hardly pray or give thanks.  We in vainly watch the 
same repetitive TV or internet programming instead of learning, speaking, and acting on 
God’s word from our homes, just like unbelievers, and only complain about them.   

But the magi, and indeed St. Paul this morning were full of that childlike trust, 
wonder, and thanksgiving, and they show how and encourage us to be likewise, if we’ve lost 
that.  You know, those magi lived under the same stars as anyone else.  Many pagans 
worshipped stars.  But the magi, were blessed to see their ignorance when they learned 
from the Jewish Scriptures.  They saw how those who worshipped the stars would 
subsequently debase each other and themselves.  They’d go worshiping created objects of 
their own hands and vain imaginations.  But here, in the Scriptures they heard they heard 
how all the stars were made and planted in their place by the true God who is beyond them 
stars uses created things for His greater glory.  Indeed, Psalms 8, 19, 33 and other passages 
acknowledge the stars, but they point beyond them to God and His law by which they were 
made and ordered; And yet these point even beyond His Law to His gospel – the word of His 
Christ who was to come for our redemption and even exaltation, above the stars.  And they 
saw how the God of the Jews led them to be different from other nations, leading them into 
things that were good for life and everything good.  And they saw how this God had made 
Himself known greater in their midst, albeit still veiled, even though the Jews themselves 
were prone to all things against their His Law like anyone else.  And so, when the magi 
looked at the stars, they looked not only at them, but at them and all things in light of God’s 
greater purposes through the Scriptures. 

But Paul was likewise, as he alludes in the Epistle, though not so much with the 
stars but even with the very Scriptures themselves.  He grew up a Jew among Jews of the 
highest order.  But he came to think he had it all, knew it all, and so persecuted those who 
proclaimed Jesus to be the Christ.  He thought they were false prophets, breaking good 
traditions, breaking the Scriptures, disturbing the peace.  But that’s when the Lord specially 
caught Paul and showed him how the coming of Jesus, the Christ, is exactly what the 
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prophets and good traditions were all about.  The Scriptures were all about how God was 
sending His Christ through the Jews for all people.  And not just the most morally upright, 
knowledgeable, and religiously zealous, but everyone.  But the mystery is that God, despite 
the mass entanglement of human sin, corruption, and destruction God working all things 
for our salvation as this one would come in the flesh in due time.  He is simply received by 
faith.  Paul became a steward of such mysteries.  That’s what He loved and praised God for 
revealing to Him by His word and Spirit.  And Paul was now enjoining all of us, no matter our 
age, place, or history in our sins to come to know the Lord with him, and ever know Him 
more thoroughly.  He wants you to!   

As we often go thru our lives, including with God’s word and in His Church, we are 
often like kids who wander around seeing all kinds of really great things all about us, that 
actually took much effort or learning and have historic significance or beauty… and yet we 
take them for granted.  To give an earthly illustration, I grew up not far from Niagara Falls.  In 
my early years I’d go there about once a year with my parents, but then not so often, 
because “I’ve seen it before,” and “it’s always there.”  Years later I came to find out people 
from all over the world were coming just to see Niagara Falls, and it really is a geological 
marvel.  I appreciate it more now after all I’ve learned more.   

But it’s not waterfalls God cares so much about.  It’s about people.  In our own 
arrogance and smug ignorance, we become complacent and meanwhile busy ourselves in 
foolish things of no benefit to anyone, and tell ourselves we’re great and sufficient as we 
are, and we tell ourselves that we know enough and know better, and are better off knowing 
what we think we know without Him.  That’s how people come to worship things like stars 
and waterfalls as well as their own “monumental” works, instead of their Creator.   

But all things plainly show of that the true God doesn’t just sit there and boast, like 
idle sinful men are prone.  He isn’t smug or envious, or even stingy.  He doesn’t only show 
His goodness to people who are Christians or sinless, but He makes it rain on just and 
unjust; but at the right time He also sent for His Son to give a clearer revelation of His glory, 
of His marvelous love, and so all could now know the redemption He’s prepared for them.  
By His Holy Spirit He sends His Christ to people of all sorts of lost and fallen conditions, to 
rescue them from their sins and the fear of death they have because of them.  -That is a 
mystery if there was one!  He takes greatest pleasure in that.  That’s what truly forgives, 
restores, and renews the world from the inside out.  That’s the formula and means for 
reconciliation of all peoples between Him, as well as one another, and the sure basis for a 
hopeful future with Him.   

Whether you were smug at home, or towards your neighbor, thinking you knew it all, 
you’ve been blessed to see the example of the magi, and to hear that God will sustain you 
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as you’d continue seeking His Christ like them today.  And Christ is here before us in His 
body and blood to bless you with His Church as we continue together a world of darkness, 
so that we might be about His light.  He wants to be known for His marvelous redeeming 
love.  Amen.      

 

 


