2

Lent 1 										Matthew 4:1-11
In the Name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit;
Immediately before our Lord Jesus’ temptation, the Father’s voice declared “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.”  Even so, what do we now see the Father doing with this “beloved Son”?  -He’s directed out into the desert wilderness, away from any comforts.  Do you treat your sons that way?  Probably not, and certainly not in our day.  “That would be divine child-abuse!”  -Maybe you’ve heard that accusation.  And yet, ironically today many think the non-abusive thing to do for sons is even from a young age to give them full featured smartphones and their own room.  Now, I suppose a solo wilderness survival trip would be an interesting gift for a son… which maybe a son himself wants for certain reasons.  But you probably wouldn’t give that without a bit of conversation before.
Either way, this Son -the Son, Jesus- believes His Father and takes this wilderness direction in stride.  But He travels very light.   He even fasts – a whole forty days and nights by choice… all seeking to please His Father.  Now, that is extreme!  Indeed, it has been mirrored by certain Christians in Lent, but with much previous training and self-discipline.  But here with Jesus, only Moses and Elijah were said to have previously done that, and it seemed under rather unique circumstances in Israel’s history.  But in Jesus’ present time, why and how could this be an occasion like with Moses and Elijah?  Jerusalem had long been here, conducting business as usual, well-established and functioning.  It wasn’t like they just crossed the Red Sea and were now in the desert; Or as if there was a great famine like in Elijah’s day.  So, why should Jesus now be in the desert that long without food?  
But this beloved Son -the Beloved Son – heeded the call, and uniquely went as directed in His own unique path.  And as would be expected for any human being, on day 40 He was hungry - very hungry.  And it is here, of all times, when He is weakest… when we would have a hard time blaming someone for getting a bit hangry, this is when the Father lets His beloved Son, be tempted… first with food.  And then, tempted with very enticing offers… like little work for great reward; and then with something that would show everyone He really was not just the normal-but-above average guy like everyone treated Him like - a little justification for His hard life before where He could now show everyone He truly was someone special and get what He deserves.  …And yet, Jesus still refused.  
Why do you think Jesus refused?  He could have had great power and fame, great numbers!  Isn’t that what it was all about – great numbers, fame, and power?  Isn’t that what God wants?  …But Jesus said “no.”   
Jesus said “no,” you see, because He was the true Son of God, and He truly loved the Father.  Biblically true sons keep their father’s word.  They seek to please their fathers, in word and in deeds in accord with our heavenly Father’s word.  And Jesus also said “no” because He truly loved you… in fact more than deepest hunger, more than physical life itself.  In true love for the Father, Jesus kept His word.  In true love for you, He proves true and kept your Creator and Judge’s word here and all the way to the cross in perfect innocence and obedience, and would offer His life to pay for your sins and the ability to comfort you in your strangest or most extreme circumstances… along with wisdom for such.    
In many ways, we can’t even begin to speculate how things would be if Jesus did otherwise, because the whole world truly hung in the balance here.  But to be sure, if Jesus had given into the devil’s temptation, you would still be in your sins.  If Jesus gave in, you wouldn’t at all know the true God.  If Jesus gave in, you might have thought that gaining honor and wealth faster was more important than your faith in Him.  If Jesus gave in you might have thought numbers and temporal advantage was more important than integrity and truthfulness in the work you are given where you are stationed.  If He had given in, you wouldn’t have any firm promise of life with Him and the Father in heaven; and you could only despair.  If He gave in, you wouldn’t have His gift of Holy Baptism, and would always be wondering if you truly were a son, and if God truly loved and accepted you after the sins you’ve done and their consequences, and despite and despite sins you’re unaware of, which indeed do threaten to harm you.  Further, if Jesus had given in, you wouldn’t have any divine help, direction, example, or encouragement when you were weak or tempted to break from the Father’s word; or if you were afraid of going forward after you sinned unknowingly and were forgiven.  
We can also say that if Jesus gave in, you wouldn’t have the Holy Spirit leading you to where you will be tested by the devil… but neither would you have the Holy Spirit in the midst of temptation recalling Jesus’ words for you… to warn you, as well as to comfort, reassure, direct, strengthen and establish you in your identity as a child of God, and your right to the Father’s ear and your inheritance.   But Jesus knew and loved the Father and wanted you too to know what it is to be a son.  He didn’t want to see you lose any of this, or your trust in Him to waver.    
Jesus’ second temptation, at least as St. Matthew orders it, is rather peculiar.  Here, He was at the Temple… though the Temple might indeed be part of what Matthew refers to as “wilderness”, too – wilderness of a different sort.  Jesus had to face temptation and eventually to die for the people in the Temple, standing down beneath Him, because they too needed Him to be the Savior …though most didn’t know this or care.  His coming as the Messiah was long promised; but now this house for His people that had been for the prayer and worship, hearing God’s word, and sacrifices anticipating their true Messiah had become void of true faith.  It was full of false OT Christians.  They claimed sonship and belonging because they were related to Israel by blood, taking that for granted and thinking that made them better than others.  And meanwhile for pride and pecking order among them they  boasted of things they did and experienced among God’s people.  There were regular sacrifices and ceremonies they attended.   Yet with these, there wasn’t true faith - faith that God would be good and forgiving not because they were so good, but for the sake of the promises He attached with those.  There were hardly people who trusted in God and His word.  They didn’t think they needed forgiveness, nor so much help and protection behind their supposedly-good efforts.  There were people who thought their ceremonies and customs made for nice traditions, reasons to party that brought community together, brought in some commerce… perhaps like a St. Patrick’s Day festival - for cultural strength and collective will.  But not people who were really commemorating the great works of God to rescue people from oppression, or even rescue from oppression that He allowed on them because of their own sins….  Nothing that involved having faith in God’s promises and actions, like their ancestors had… which was then followed by their own works of faithfulness and obedience to help their neighbors.  -That’s what those big feasts were supposed to commemorate.     
Instead, there were people who had forgotten this.  And instead there were people who knew certain “inspiring” Bible verses like “on their hands angels will bear you up,” or I suppose, “with God all things are possible.”  Yet they knew these apart from the exercise of faith in Christ as the Savior from sin, and willingness to live in His pattern for their neighbor’s sake.  Even so, someone might have said, “Jesus, why don’t you show you truly believe that God will send His angles to rescue you, and jump from up there?”  
But Jesus didn’t do that.  Why not?  Because again, He loved you, and loved the Father, which means keeping the Father’s word whole and pure… including the parts Satan would take out of context or would rather ignore… like the little line in between those verses that says “He will send His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”  Fantastic super-human signs and wonders, putting creation to the test aren’t the ways the Father has made for you.  His ways for His sons are now in the deserts of this world, where we are.  He didn’t want you looking or asking for super-human or extra-creational signs for His favor, or even a bright angel from heaven to tell you different.  He wanted you to trust the words and promises Jesus gave His prophets and apostles to write and to preach.  He wanted you to trust the words and promises He’s given you with the normal-looking water of Baptism, and to know this was His own divine action, though done thru men like those prophets.  This is how God gives a second birth for eternal life, which has begun even now by His grace.  Though it probably felt not much different from a few drops of rain, and the words sounded like a normal human voice, still, those are God’s own words, which made something extraordinary happen.  God lovingly puts His own authority and weight into the words and actions.  According to Jesus you are even now one who partakes of eternal life, so that now heaven is wide open and still waiting for you.  And it will be yours as you keep trusting His word and Jesus’ righteousness as your own.  As you do, neither is temporal death or anything is going to truly harm you.  
As a son of God, baptized and trusting in your Father’s word, and being conformed to Jesus, I wouldn’t be surprised that you often feel quite alone in many times and ways.  You might think you’re the only one on the unique path you’re on.  Indeed you probably are on the path that you are because of decisions you made in your life thus far so that you could keep hearing Jesus’ word, looking to attain what He has promised.  Like Jesus today, you might occasionally also observe masses of people in the worldly kingdoms in great numbers, while here you are, feeling perhaps detached and out of orbit… because you are a son of God.  You might see many in churches full of people who act just like worldly people, much like Jesus saw in the Temple today.  
But even as Jesus kept the Father’s word and promise and was served by angels on His unique path, and grew weary Himself, so He has called for other people and pastors to serve and help you.  Maybe they serve you with daily bread for the body.  But here they will also serve you with His words and body and blood… to reassure you and then some.  Don’t disbelieve it; but do like the son you are and believe it.  It’s in this way by real people He will guide and reassure you thru the desert together with other fellow sons and daughters.  As we go thru with them and our Lord, we will also surely realize Jesus’ same future when we see no more life in this world.  Amen.    






